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If a person’s life unfolds over time and bears fruit, something like that can be said for the fruitfulness
of a multi-secular institution of life and history and in multiple places.
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400 years generating life

he Church calls a Province a part of a religious
institute —Order or Congregation—, created
and recognized by the competent authority,
which has a sufficient number of members and communities under the same superior and with autonomy in the day-to-day management of the most important aspects of its life as a community: religious,
formative, administrative and economic.

Let us look to those ministries that were segregated
by decision of a General Chapter, but in which the
Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine left its mark
after its presence of a few decades, as in Peru, Taiwan or the Mariana Islands; or half a century, as
in Venezuela and Trinidad (1899-1948); or up to
hundreds of years, such as in the Philippines (16061998) and Guam (1770-1908 and 1974-1989).

The Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine, part
of the Order of Augustinians Recollects, now celebrates its Fourth Centenary (1621-2021). Its history has been full of vicissitudes of all kinds, but there
is no doubt that, above all and above all, it has been
able to generate life with its missionary and pastoral
action, with its presence among the most vulnerable
and forgotten.

There was no missing in these religious places who
were quiet heroes, jealous apostles, fearless missionaries, selfless shepherds who accompanied their
people in times of anguish and persecution, lived
their feasts with joy, and with interest the ordinary
becoming of life.

Sing and Walk highlights during this Centenary the
importance of some events and the testimonial
memory of some religious highlighted
in their four centuries of life, as an
expression and synthesis of their
human and spiritual wealth.
If a creature’s birth is a feast
for any family, something
like this happens when a
religious Province grows
in such a way that it gives
rise to a new one so that,
from that moment on, it
will write its own story.
The Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine at least two
moments after its journey, in 1948
and 1998, illuminated Augustinian
Recollect Provinces that have
since led their destinies independently with their own administrative, formative and evangelizing plans. The “mother” Province had
previously begun the task in these ministries with which the new Provinces were
formed.

They are glorious pages and significant testimonies
that lead us to thank the God of history for the fruitfulness with which he has adorned our Province and
its daughters.

And if life gives you lemons...
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The phrase of one of the most famous memes about resilience applies not only to people, but also
to communities. The Augustinian Recollection has survived, not without effort, many blows in
history; and the Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine has become, without pretending, the only
“permanent thread” of this four-century-long recollect fabric.

O

n December 5, 1588, the
Augustinian Recollection
was born in Spain. There
were parallel movements in Italy (1592) or France (1596), but it
was the Recollection of Colombia
(1604) that united its destiny to
the Spanish from 1616.
By 1621 the Recollects formed a
Congregation with a lot of legal
freedom. In their first General
Chapter they create four Provinces to be better managed: in Spain,
those of Castile or St. Augustine;
Aragon or Our Lady of Pilar; Andalusia or Blessed Thomas of Villanueva; and in the Philippines
that of St. Nicholas of Tolentino,
the Missionary Province.

1588

Recollection
borns in Spain

Recollection
borns in
Colombia

Until 1795 the vital course of the
community did not have major
setbacks. But from that year and
during the following century, a
series of vicissitudes completely
changed its reality. Of those four
original Provinces only one, that
of the Philippines, has persisted
to this day.
The main problem was the political
pressure that led to the abolition
of convents by civil law. In Spain
it happened three times (18091814; 1820-1823; 1835-1851);
in Colombia it happened between
1861 and 1888.

1621

Division into
Provinces

Recovery was very slow. By 1902,
the Province has only four houses in Spain, all of which were for
training: Monteagudo and Marcilla in Navarra, San Millán de la
Cogolla in La Rioja and Sos del Rey
Católico in Aragon.
The Colombian Recollection became disassociated from the Order and in 1861 lost its properties
and common life. Since 1888, seven religious from the Province of
Saint Nicholas, led by Saint Ezekiel
Moreno, have reversed this comatose state and led it to missionary
and pastoral effervescence.

1836 Confiscation
in Spain

1909

Province of Castile • St. Augustine
Province of Aragon • Our Lady of Pillar
Province of Andalusia • Blessed Thomas of V.

1604

Province of Philippines • St. Nicholas

1616
Unique Recollection
Colombia & Spain

Province of Colombia • Candelaria

1663

Confiscation
in Colombia

D

uring the Confiscation of Mendizábal (1835–1836) in Spain,
only three convents of three different Orders were saved because they sent missionaries to the Philippines, something the
liberal state urgently needed. One of the three saved was the most
modern of the Recollection, Monteagudo (Navarra), of the Province of
Saint Nicholas of Tolentine. The other 32 convents (first map) disappeared
forever, along with the Provinces
that supported them: Castile, Aragon and Andalusia.

1861

1888

Restauration
of the Province
in Colombia

New Province
with houses in Brazil & Andalusia

Pro

The rest of the 19th Century the
recollect life transited painfully
through the Peninsula (second
map) among adverse historical
processes. In the Philippines, however, there was a real boom in pastoral and missionary action.
The 20th Century brought a new
course and the great recollect deployment.

1835 [33]

Castile: 13 house
Aragon: 12 houses
Andalusia: 7 houses
St. Nicholas: 1 house

1900 [4]

Generalate: 1 house
St Nicholas: 3 houses
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make yourself a lemonade!
At the end of the 19th Century
comes another debacle with the
Philippine Revolution of 18961898: violent deaths, abandonment of centuries-old ministries,
misunderstanding. Some 330 recoletos served 1.5 million people
from four convents, one school
and 235 parishes. Almost all of it
was ruined.
But the Province made lemonade
with the lemons that life gave. With
the hands of a few well-trained religious minds, brave-hearted and
visionary of the future, they stand
up to reality and open their way to

new missions where friars work in
community and in peace.

As the expansion of the Province
of Saint Nicholas progresses, new
ones emerge. With the houses in
Andalusia and Brazil —and some
new foundations– the Province of
Saint Thomas of Villanueva was
definitively erected in 1909; in
1948, with the houses of Peru and
Venezuela, the Province of Saint
Joseph was created; in 1998, with
those in Philippines, Taiwan and
Sierra Leone, the Province of San
Ezequiel Moreno was created.

The expansion was of such magnitude that it changed the face of
the Recollection; its missionaries successively arrived in Panama (1898), Venezuela (1898),
Brazil (1899), Trinidad and Tobago (1901), China (1909), USA
(1917)…
This missionary fruitfulness regained division in Provinces after
many years in which the history of
the Order is confused with that of
its only operational Province.

Houses in Philippines,
Sierra Leona & Taiwan

1948

3

1998

Where the Recollection settles,
new vocations arrive and this fruitful history is rewritten.

Province of Saint Ezekiel Moreno

2018 Reestructuration
of Provinces

Houses in Venezuela & Peru,
St. Millan de la Cogolla

(55º General Chapter)

Province of St. Joseph

Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine

1943 Province of St. Augustine
Province of Candelaria
Province of Our Lady of Consolation

1961
1960 Province of Saint Rita

ovince of Saint Thomas of Vilanova

1 5 3 2 2

1998 [38]

Generalate: 1 house
St. Nicholas: 14 houses
Consolation: 9 houses
St. Joseoh: 5 houses
St. Thomas: 9 houses

1 4 3 3

2021 [28]

Generalate: 1 house
St. Nicolas: 10 houses
Candelaria: 6 houses
St. Thomas: 11 houses

For 30 years the Recollection has been
challenged to adapt to global society, secularized, individualistic, technified, consumerist, thoughtless, temperamental and
polarized. It has been necessary to reorganize in an still unfinished process.
In 2018 the eight Provinces of the Order
were relegated in four. The Provinces of
Saint Nicholas of Tolentine and Saint Augustine have since written their history together under the name of the first.
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Venezuela (1898-1948): dedicated
Expelled from the Philippines by revolution and war, missionaries from the Province of Saint
Nicholas of Tolentine arrived in Venezuela in 1898. Their total availability in this search for places
to live and work in community and in peace led them to grow strongly in the country.

It was then believed in the instant
contagion of hanseniasis, but the
religious acted without prejudice
and avoided anything that did not
result in normal treatment.
Pastoral organization was very
similar to that of a parish. Everything revolved around the Sunday
Eucharist. Other pious exercises
were practiced in the afternoons.
In May and June, the main festivities were held at the top.

Trinidad (1901-1949)
Trinidad and Tobago is in the Antilles. Its largest and most populous island, Trinidad, is 11 kilometers off the coast of Venezuela.
It has a quadrangular shape with
three peninsulas.

Trinidad

Caracas

oco

n
Ori

Bolívar City

Colombia

VENEZUELA

Brazil

With the excluded
During several decades, the Recollects wrote a glorious page in the
two lepers of Providence Island.
There they created a familiar and
humanized environment: they
lived among the sick, participated
in their amusements. The photo
below shows Simeon Diaz with
some sick people.

La Guaira

Brazil

Then under British rule, the recollect missionaries overcame difficulties such as entrenched local
superstitions, language diversity
(English, Spanish, French, Patois, and
Hindu), lack of infrastructure, or
widespread poverty.

bring bishops out of pressing distress. Although they received ministries on an interim basis, they
worked as if it were their own and
permanent field of evangelization.

Among
the
mission-parishes
served is Caura, where the Recollects left a temple of thick and
solid walls of masonry and artistic
facade finished in a tower.

By 1930 there were already such a
number of Augustinians recollects
in Venezuela that several were
destined to strengthen the Order’s
presence in the United States.

In Trinidad the Recollection
showed his open willingness to

In that decade we already think
about local vocations. The Parish

With young people

Guyana
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In 1902 the ministries were divided between the Vicariate of Guyana (Bolivar City and Trinidad);
and the Maracaibo Vicariate
(Maracaibo, Coro, Puerto Cabello
and La Victoria). Since 1910, the
unique administration of the Vicariate of Venezuela and Trinidad was re-established.

Coro

Esequibo • Territory under discussion

T

he first ministries in Venezuela of the Province of Saint
Nicholas of Tolentine were
a Parish of La Guaira and missions
southeast of the Orinoco River. In
1899 they reached providence island and in 1901 the parishes-missions of Trinidad.

to the excluded and families
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In Maracaibo, Coro, Valencia and
La Victoria attracted the affection
of the people the appreciation of
the hierarchy and the authorities
and created familiarity with the
small literary circle of the nation.

of Palmyra was founded in 1932,
with the desire to implant a novitiate. Above we see the first five
Venezuelan novices with Friar
Manuel Bienzobas in 1936.
In 1935 the Apostolic School
Saint Augustine was founded in
Caracas with 20 applicants; four
years later he moved to Palmyra
to protect the initiative, as the law
prohibited seminars.
In 1941, with other educational
foundations promoted by the Provincial Chapter, the Fray Luis de
León College of Caracas was born
with 90 students of six degrees
and nine religious teachers. The
place was narrow and uncomfortable and the friars lacked experience; but it had good acceptance
and soon was expanded.

With families
In Venezuela, the apostolate printed with the magazine La Madre
Cristiana (The Christian Mother)
was promoted, founded in
1927 by Angel Saenz, eloquent speaker and fertile
recollect writer. He soon
focused on a practical purpose: the evangelization of
households and support for
the family.
It was monthly, illustrated, about thirty pages long
and with several sections.
For half a century it spread
through homes across the
country.

Uncle and nephew saints
The presence of Saint Ezekiel
Moreno (1848-1906) in Venezuela was brief, but with a foreboding
encounter of what would happen
ten years later. In 1888 he landed
in the country with six other religious from the Province of Saint
Nicholas of Tolentine on his way
to restore the Colombian Province. The saint says:
“When we landed in Puerto
Cabello I met by chance the
Archbishop of Caracas and in
such a way he became excited
and such wishes manifested
and such instances made me
to leave him a couple of religious, who would have gladly
left them to him”..
Saint Ezekiel Moreno had an Augustinian nephew, today Blessed.
Julián Moreno (1871–1936) began his ministry in the Philippines;
because of the Revolution, like
many, he returned to Spain in 1898
and in 1902 set sail for America.

In 1907 he arrived in La Victoria
and a year later was appointed
parish priest and prior of the Candelaria. Good entrepreneur, he
improved the Sanctuary and facilitated pastoral service. In 1909
Cipriano Castro, president of the
Republic, created a chair of Literature at the National College of
Men of that city for his admired
Father Julian.
Years later he refounded Coro’s
residence, followed Maracaibo
and finally, in 1917, was chaplain
to the Little Sisters of the Poor in
Providence Asylum.
After passing through Spain and
Brazil, in 1933 he arrived in Motril (Granada, Spain). The seven
members of that community were
martyred in 1936 and beatified in
1999 by St. John Paul II.

A new Province
On March 12, 1948, the 50 years
of the Vicariate of Venezuela and
Trinidad were celebrated. The
Province of St. Nicholas saw its
task, which had reached maturity.
Thus, on October 1 of that year
stands the new Province of Saint
Joseph with the houses in Venezuela, Peru, and St. Millan de la
Cogolla (Spain). It was the natural
result of that growth and stabilization. The new provincial curia was
in Caracas until 1961.

Temple of St. Augustine and Fray Luis de León School • Caracas

In 2018 the Province of
St. Joseph joined that
of Saint Thomas of Villanueva, to which today
belongs the Vicariate
of Venezuela. In 2021
there are in the country nine communities
that manage twelve
parishes, two temples,
four schools and a seminary.

Peru (1940-1948): from the Andes
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The life of the Augustinian Recollects in Peru condenses in few ministries all the activity of the
Recollection in its current configuration: mission, parishes, schools, solidarity and service to the
Church. The Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine began the task more than 80 years ago.
Peruvian Recollection

T

he exciting climate of the
early hours of the 16th-century recollect movement
also reached the Peruvian Province of the Order of St. Augustine, which authorized the recollect way of life, as had been done
in Spain in 1588 and in Colombia
in 1604.
Thus, in 1617 a convent was
opened in Mizque, a town today
belonging to Bolivia. A year later
another dedicated to our Lady of
Guide in Lima was authorized.
However, political conflicts interrupted this experience of the Viceroyalty of Peru. In just forty years
his way of life with the Augustinians non-discalced was diluted,
even if the Provincial Chapters
continued to promote it without
success. The War of Independence
(1811-1826) definitively ended
that Peruvian Recollection.

The Recollection is back
The Vicariate of Venezuela and
Trinidad of the Province of Saint
Nicholas of Tolentine had many
communities, ministries and vocations. But given the political and
social instability of the 1930s in
Venezuela and the traumatic experience of the Philippines in 1898,
it seemed good to have a “plan B”, a
safe place nearby.
Peru’s choice as an expansion
space and security area was due to
the good relationship of the Recollects with Fernando Cento, former Nuncio in Caracas and then in
Lima.
The provincial prior, Ricardo Jarauta, appointed two religious,
José Gómez and Ireneo Ojer, for a
first recognition by Peru with the
support of the friendly Nuncio.

1946. Fr. Raimundo Burgos among alpacas, during the foundation of Arequipa.

However, and against the initial
forecasts, it was not easy to settle
down. Finally, in 1940 four recollects founded in the parishes of
Chalhuanca and Cutervo, in the
Dioceses of Cusco and Cajamarca.
Later a training house was opened
for the professed in Cusco, the
Parish of San Sebastian and the
cerro Alegre school in Imperial,
Cañete. The Recollection expanded through northern Peru, where
it left footprints in Ayabaca, Piura;
Pacasmayo, San Pedro de Lloc; in
Santiago de Cao, in La Libertad
(training house for professed);
San Vicente de Cañete, Lima; and
Arequipa.

1617

On the Andean Mountain
In 1945 the Augustinian Recollects arrived in Chota, in the heart
of the Andean mountain range, at
almost 3,000 meters of altitude.
They quickly saw in these demanding orography and impossible communications an adequate place to
exercise their missionary spirit.
After almost twenty years of hard
and exemplary work, the Holy
See erected in 1963 a Prelature
of 8,000 km2 and 200,000 inhabitants and entrusted it to the Augustinians Recollects. Since then
a member of the Order has always
led this ecclesial constituency of
missionary roots.

First convent of the Peruvian Augustinian Recollection

1939

The Augustinians Recollects arrive from Venezuela

1940

First community: Chalhuanca, Aymaraes, Apurímac

1945

Arrival in the Andean Province of Chota, Cajamarca

1983

First Peruvian recollections of the modern era

to the urban world of the capital
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Augustinian Recollects in Peru • 2021 • Province of Saint Thomas of Vilanova
1. LIMA, Saint Ezekiel Moreno

3. LIMA, Saint Rita

5. CHICLAYO, Lambayeque

2. LIMA, St. Mary Magdalene

4. CHOTA, Cajamarca

6. CAJAMARCA, Cajamarca

HQ of the Vicariate of Peru
Temple of Saint Ezekiel Moreno
Seminary Saint Ezekiel Moreno
Parish of St. Mary Magdalene
St. Martin of Porres School

Parish of St. Rita of Cascia
St. Rita of Cascia School

Parish of St. Monica
Radio Saint Monica

The task of evangelization included long days on the back of mule to
reach all corners of the Sierra and
its inhabitants.
Currently there is an Augustinian-recollect community in Chota,
the Parish of Saint Monica (pictured below, with the Augustinian
recollect Angel Herrán on the left),
with an important social work of
the International Augustinian-Recollect Solidarity Network ARCORES
and with Radio Santa Monica,
an evangelizing instrument that
broadcasts since June 1, 1993
thanks to the skins of Fr. Jacinto
Anaya.
The Prelature has matured and already has half a hundred diocesan
priests from allies and 17 parishes.

Education
As the first ministries settled, new
horizons of apostolate were opening up. Thus, the Schools of Saint
Martín of Porres (1965) and Saint
Rita (1972) were inaugurated in
Lima. Both offer daily the way of
educating Peruvian teenagers and
young people from the Augustinian Recollects.

With and for the Church
In less than a century of presence
in Peru, the Church’s recognition
and trust towards the Augustinians Recollects is remarkable. Five
members of this Order have been
bishops in the country, having
passed all of them at some point
through the Prelature of Chota.
The first two bishops of this Prelature were Florentino Armas
(1900-1979) and José Arana
(1923-1992).

Parish of
Our Lady of Consolation

Parish of the Holy Spirit
Parish of Sweet Name of Jesus

PERU

5

7

4
6

Currently there
are three Recollect bishops in the
country: Emiliano
Antonio
Cisneros,
1 2
Bishop of Chachapoyas (map, no. 7) and Apostolic Administrator of
Huamachuco; José Carmelo
Martínez, Bishop of Cajamarca (map, no. 6); and Fortunato
Pablo, current Bishop of the Prelature of Chota (map, no. 4).

Commemoration Video
radiosantamonica.org
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Philippines (1606-1998): a legacy

8

“Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine of the Philippines”. Thus, for most of its existence, it was
the official name of this Province that now serves four centuries. Today the religious are no longer
in that country, but his legacy is, to which we dedicate the next four pages.

T

he Philippines is an archipelago of 7,641 culturally and
geographically differentiated islands in three major regions:
Luzon, Bisayas and Mindanao. It
is the only Asian country with a
Catholic majority after its Evangelization, whose 500 years are celebrated in 2021.

Places served
by Recollects in
Philippines in the
mid XIX Century.

The Augustinians Recollects arrived from 1606 on 140 expeditions of volunteers from the convents of Spain. In the Philippines
they formed the Province of St.
Nicholas of Tolentine from 1621.

AW
AN

Manila

PA
L

The dangerous journey, which
crossed the Atlantic and Pacific,
lasted at least 10 months. Until
1837 he had a stop in Mexico City:
from Cadiz he sailed to Veracruz;
Mexico crossed across the land
to Acapulco and embarked on the
Galleon of Manila, the last stage.

LUZON

Relations with power were
strained. The Philippines was under Spain until 1898. And the Government, on the one hand, needed
the missionaries, but on the other
hand it spared resources for their
support and defense.
The missionaries organized the
people not only in the religious aspect, but also in the social, educational and defensive. Their actions
were heroic and they shared the
same dangers and concerns of the
people. They aroused leadership
and communal life to gain resources, be supportive, and organize
in defense. They built cities, communication and agricultural production infrastructures, housing,
forts, bridges, schools, temples.

MI
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The Augustinians Recollects
evangelized the most remote and
inhabited pit areas of the Philippines, the most exposed to Muslim piracy. Nearly half a hundred
missionaries died violently or from
shipwrecks, starvation, or jail.

Luzon
Located in the north of the country, this island is the capital, Manila. To the northwest were Batan
and Zambales’ missions.
The recollects paced the area and
created a dozen villages. But they
failed to consolidate a comprehensive evangelization in such an
extensive region. For example,
superstitions were deeply rooted
in local culture and made the task
difficult.

Examples were, among others,
Juan Blancas, promoter in the
17th century of primary education
in Bolinao and organizer of social
action with a large group of tertiary. For his part, Francisco of St.
Joseph defended Masinloc from
pirate attacks.

Mindanao
It is the second largest island in the
country, with high and steep mountains, isolated volcanic peaks, high

in the form of vocations and progress
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plateaus and plains. The Recollects
arrived here on March 1, 1621.
Leaning on Tandag Fort, they
founded villages with their church
and convent. They had to overcome the distrust of Aboriginal
people, accustomed to polygamy,
slavery or pagan rites.
Thus Father John of the Mother
of God was pierced by a spear in
1623 after asking for the release
of a slave; and Father John of St.
Nicholas drowned in a shipwreck
caused by the Aboriginal people.
To win over families and prepare
for new generations, missionaries
used catechesis, school, and singing. In sacramental and prayerful
life, the Brotherhood of the Belt
stands out. It can be remembered
for his piety and way of praying to
Clara Caliman (†1639) and Elizabeth (†1646) and Rose of the
Cross (†1647).
In 1655 ten recollects in five convents served 10,000 Christians in
30 villages of Mindanao.

Palawan
With capital in Puerto Princesa
and located to the west, the first
recollects missionaries arrived
here in 1623. Away from the nerve
center and civilian power, violent
incursions were continued with
the result of fires, murders and
taking captives as slaves.
In this context they lost their lives
as Father John of Saint Nicholas,
Alonso of Saint Augustine and
Francisco of Jesus and Mary. Father Francisco of Saint Monica
was surprised and released and
Father John of Saint Anthony was
taken prisoner and taken to Joló,
and then killed. Others stood out
for creating defensive structures:
John of Saint Severo (†1697),
Valero of Saint Augustine (17321788), Pascual Ibáñez (18211851)…
Aware of the constant danger, the
missionaries persevered beside
the people. They adjusted in their
pastoral and social work to the
Way of Administering, a document

that was approved in the Chapters
to help them organize the task.
Laity such as the marriage of Bartholomew Ligón (†1696) and
Magdalena Ilin (†1692), disciples

of Father Alonso of Saint Augustine (†1694), facilitated the rooting of faith and showed the fidelity
of the Filipino people when it came
to persecution and martyrdom.

• José Bagumbayan, a member of a noble family in Palawan, was
educated as a child in a recollect convent. A person of prayer and
penance, he devoted two hours daily to mental prayer and prayed
the 15 mysteries of the rosary. He did not profess as a religious, but
dedicated his life to the Brotherhood of the Belt.
• Fr. Pedro Rojas de San José (†1651) confronted the authorities of
Mindanao in their defense of the indigenous people. Like him, the
Province denounced the abuses, greed for profit and stumbles of
the encomenderos, the Spaniards at the head of the estates.
• In 1862 he was appointed the first archbishop of Manila not belonging to a religious order, Gregorio Melitón Martínez. There
were divergences in the spread of parishes between the secular
clergy (diocesan priests) and the regular clergy (friars). The religious were mostly Spanish and the secular clergy were Creole.
The confrontation was stoked over time. In 1896-1898, during
the Revolution, religious suffered great persecution while secular
clergy were spared violence. The unmeasured persecution of the
friars—for them unexpected and undeserved—was the germ of a
new Recollection at the dawn of the 20th century.
Above, local children
in the 1980s before the
fort of Cuyo (Palawan),
the work of Father
John of Saint Severo.
To the left of these
lines, Corella (Bohol),
one of the villages designed by the Recollects.
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Sustained growth of candidates
encourages the choice of initial
training to be carried out entirely in the country: minor seminary
(San Carlos, 1947); postulantate
(Baguio, 1965); novitiate (Baguio, 1970, transferred to Antipolo
in 1991); and the last stage of the
initial formation of the professed
(Mira-Nila, 1985).

A fertile story

T

he missionaries in the Philippines were almost entirely
Spanish, mostly young, from
the convents of their homeland.
They knew they would spend the
rest of their lives there, without
going back to Spain anymore.
Outside of a few exceptions from
European or Creole candidates
entering religious life directly on
the Islands, until 1941 they did not
profess the first three Augustinians of all Filipino origin.

The 1992 General Chapter welcomes the path of the Recollection in the Philippines “towards its
completion as a future Province”
and calls for preparing everything
so that the 1998 General Chapter
can erect the new province”.

Thus begins to flow the Asian recollect sap with some normality,
overcoming the distortions of the
Revolution, American rule and the
serious consequences of World
War II.

For six years, detailed reports are
prepared, communication and
visits by senior superiors are increased, two congresses (1994
and 1997), consultations and
questionnaires are organized.

Since the 1950s the Vicariate
has accessed large urban parishes
and huge educational centers that
put it in contact with thousands
of young people, many of then
opened to the vocation to the consecrated life.

The responses of the religious
are almost entirely favorable to
the creation of the new Province.
There’s enough structure, enough
religious, enough maturity. So on

Vicariate of Philippines
(Prov. St. Nicholas)

Province of
St. Ezekiel Moreno

19 [115]

26 [177]

— • 1998 • —

Communities
& [religious]

November 28, 1998, the 52nd General Chapter created, by unanimous vote, the Province of Saint
Ezekiel Moreno —name chosen by
the religious— with communities
and religious in the Philippines,
Sierra Leone and half of Taiwan
—the other half will be incorporated from 2011—.
The message of the Chapter thus
celebrated this birth:
“There has been maturity,
generosity and nobility on the
part of all. Serenity and peace
among those who will be children of the new Province. Joy
throughout the Order and in
the Philippine Church. But in
a special way by the Mother
Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine”.
The new Province was born on an
average age among its members of
43 years. There were 84 religious
of solemn vows, 31 professed simple vows, 6 novices, 14 pre-novices, 88 postulants and 49 aspirants.

— • 2021 • —

Philippines
Countries
& [houses]

Age
of

religious

[13] Philippines
[5] Taiwan
[1] P. R. of China

<40:
41-60:
61-75:
>75:

[21] Philippines
[2] Sierra Leone
[1] Taiwan
[1] Indonesia
[1] North Marianas

80
30
5
0

<40:
41-60:
61-75:
>75:

Taiwan

Fr. Dionisio Selma, OAR

75
79
18
5

Marianas

Philippines

Indonesia

recoletosfilipinas.org

With purple circle, approximate situation
of the current 26 communities
of the Province of St. Ezekiel Moreno.

Manila

Protagonists of History

In 2021 the Province of Saint Ezekiel Moreno has 177 religious, all
Filipino except for two Nigerians.
Their communities are in the Philippines, Taiwan, Sierra Leone,
Northern Mariana Islands (USA)
and Indonesia —where there are
already aspirants—.
Not a few of its religious collaborate with the other Provinces,
bringing missionary meaning and
solidarity to the whole Order.
Thus, it has religious working in
communities in Brazil (1), Colombia (1), Cuba (1), Spain (2), United
States (1) and Italy (3).
The current provincial prior, Dionisio Selma (Minglanilla, Cebu,
1959), summarizes their project:
“We have a strong purpose of
continuing to foster communion with the Order and openness to mission fields and new
evangelizing challenges in other countries as continuators of
the long missionary history of
the Augustinians Recollects in
the Philippines”.
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Monachil, Granada, Spain, 1998. Representatives of the
Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine in the 52nd General Chapter,
before the erection of the Province of Saint Ezekiel Moreno.

The last vicar of the Province of
Saint Nicholas of Tolentine in the
Philippines was also the first provincial prior of the new Province of
Saint Ezekiel Moreno, Victor Lluch
(Iligan, Mindanao, 1935 – Quezon
City, 2004 • photo, number 1).
On the occasion of his death, Lluch
was described by the following
provincial, Emeterio Buñao (photo,
number 2):

Saipan

11

“Father Victor has been enormously vitalistic and a great fighter; and
surely one of the most picturesque
Filipino recollects. He was a father
to all and pampered everyone who
looked after him. Even while in the
hospital, he followed events and
projects, always involved in the activity, in a very competitive spirit.
He will be remembered for his influence on everything the Filipino
Augustinians Recollects are today”.

The prior general of the Order at
the birth of the Province of Saint
Ezekiel Moreno, José Javier Pipaón
(photo, number 3), described the
process:
““Possibly, my greatest joy as prior general was the erection of the
Province in the Philippines. First,
because it was done; then, by the
way it was done. Many worked with
thoroughness and patience. I would
not be left alone without first thanking God, the Provincialate of St.
Nicholas and the Filipino religious.
Friar Victor Lluch was providential
in this important fact of our history.
The Mother Province facilitated the
work and decision with its generosity. Years later I have seen that the
Philippine Province has kept and
made known the works of its ancestors and has erected more monuments in its memory than in all
previous centuries”.
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Vocational festival

New Recollect priests

O

n May 1, at the Saint Augustine college in Valladolid, Spain, he
was ordained a priest, Friar José Francisco Oyanguren (Silao,
Guanajuato, Mexico, 1989), by the Bishop of Tarazona (Zaragoza,
Spain), the Augustinian recollect Eusebio Hernández.
On May 22, in the Parish of Saint Rita de Manaus (Amazonas, Brazil),
he received priestly ordination Friar Jesús Emmanuel Mendoza (Dolores Hidalgo, Guanajuato, Mexico, 1992), from the archbishop of the
Amazonian capital, Leonardo Ulrich Steiner.
They were celebrations with fewer people in the temple than desired,
but Social Media alleviated the problem. Even Manaus did move the
mother and brothers of Jesus. Congratulations to both and good service to the People of God!

Provincial, obispo y fray Francisco.

Fray Jesús Emmanuel

A

pril was the vocational month of
the IV Centenary and
for this reason a Vocational Festival was
promoted to which
original works were
presented in video,
music, photo, poetry and design.
The subject was
Always on Mission. They came
from Spain and
Mexico,
from
areas such as
contemplative communities, Lay Fraternities,
CEAR, schools, former
seminarians…
Use the QR code to
view the works and
meet
the
winners.
Above, the winning photograph.

Poetry for telling History

F

ather Serafín Prado (19101987) enjoyed an awake and
fine spiritual sensibility. Two of his
poems sing part of the history of
this Sing&Walk. He lived in Venezuela between 1940 and 1948,
where he collaborated in the written and radio press. He composed
the Hymn to Our Lady of the Consolation of Tariba (below).

The second poem, of which we put
an extract (right), is the Song to the
Province of St. Nicholas of Tolentine,
composed in 1929. His verses
describe the relationship of the
Province of Saint Nicholas with
the Provinces of Candelaria (restored in 1888) and Saint Thomas
of Villanueva (definitively established in 1909).

“Glory in heaven and on earth glory”
the Táchira repeats fervently.
Glory to Our Lady who illuminated her story:
for the queen, a hymn of victory,
for the mother, a song of love.
In Tariba you lit our first dawn
with your divine eyes, O Mother of light,
and since then you were the faithful
comforting our sorrows at the foot of our cross.

Virgin
of Consolation
(above)
and its sanctuary
in Táriba, Táchira,
Venezuela.

ne day it was; from American soil
O
came a voice of help to your ears;
it was the voice of the sister Province
that exhaled the groans from death!

You took it in your delirant arms
with full love and cravings,
and you infused red throbbing blood
from your own veins into her chest.
And then, another day, life again to another
daughter of your love, mother, you gave
her and under the holy protection you put her
from the episcopal mantle of Villanueva.
At two of you as a loving mother, I praise
your motherly cloak, blankets: you raised
them with jubilant loves: they’re your sisters,
and at the same time your daughters!

And we were all yours; And for you a tabernacle
in every Andean breast devoted you to faith;
and the heart of the Táchira was only a reliquary,
and you are the relic that is venerated in Him.
Your name on our lips put our mothers,
your love in our souls was love of all love;
and for your honor and glory died our fathers,
glory of our glory, and honor of our honor!
May the Táchira hail you, his queen and sovereign,
for you always flourish the rose and laurel:
may all yours be the glory of tomorrow,
the very glory of yesterday”.

Contact: publicaciones@agustinosrecoletos.org

