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O U R  A U G U S T I N I A N  S A I N T S   

For years now we have been hearing complaints about 
the lack of serious biographies of our Augustinian saints. 
Formators, parish priests, vocation promoters, many 
friars and sisters feel such lack when asked about these 
saints by lay people, or when they themselves wished 
they knew the holy persons they invoked in the liturgy. 
This is what moved us to write these booklets. We 
believe that the booklet is the best format, the handiest 
when time, opportunity or interest is scarce. Moreover, 
we are sure that these booklets are not only useful but 
also good, quality not necessarily being always reflected 
by the introduction or by the length of the work. 

We have labored to avoid superficiality, which in 
biographies usually takes any of two forms: either 
reducing a life history to a collection of anecdotes and 
gossip, or presenting a simple curriculum vitae , as 
lengthy as you like, on the basis of meager dates and 
data. 

We aim to present the saints according to what lies 
deepest in their personality, which is precisely holiness. 
Thus, we will strive to portray each character in a 
permanent attitude of dialogue: dialogue with the 
circumstances and persons around him/her, and dialogue 
most of all with God, in whose presence the saint lives. 
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This is the attitude that, if we may, recommend to the 
reader: that of dialoguing with the saints, and through 
them, with God. 
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SAINT ALONSO DE OROZCO 

1. Predestined 

Alonso de Orozco was born with the 16th century, on 15 
October 1500, to be exact. It was a jubilee year. He saw 
the light of day in Oropesa (Toledo), where his parents, 
Hernando de Orozco and Maria de Mena, were living.  
Very much in the fashion of the times and in accord with 
his deep spiritual perspective, the saint tells us, in his 
Confessions, the ultimate reason for his conception and 
the meaning of his name. Holy man that he was, Orozco 
sincerely believed that life was God’s gracious gift to 
him and that He had designed a specific plan, a personal 
mission for him. He felt God’s providence and love in the 
fact that he survived, while several of his siblings had 
died shortly after birth. 

Finally, his passion for Mary, which he shared with his 
mother Maria de Mena, would lead him to consider the 
exaltation of our Lady as his life mission. His name 
defines and predestines him: Alonso is the same name as 
Ildefonso, and Ildefonso is, in Spain, in Toledo 
especially, the Marian saint par excellence. Saint Alonso 
attributes the choice of his name to divine inspiration. 
“How else are you going to call him but Alonso?” was 
the phrase his pregnant mother must have heard when 
mulling over the name to give her son. And she must 
have felt the baby jump for joy, continues Alonso’s 
narration, as did John the Baptist when Elizabeth heard 
her cousin Mary’s voice. 
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Alonso would always feel especially favored and chosen 
by the Blessed Virgin; all his life he would see himself as 
“our Lady’s chaplain” and he would ceaselessly give 
thanks for it in the Eucharist. 
 

2. His childhood 

Not much is known about his childhood and adolescence 
– in fact, only that which he himself recalls when 
praising God in his Confessions, in the manner of Saint 
Augustine. Just like the latter, Alonso reviews the events 
of his life and recognizes God’s presence in each one. He 
saw the prophet’s words applying to himself: The hand of 
the Lord was with me and consoled me (Ezek 3,14). He 
thanks God for preventing him from hurting himself 
when, before reaching the age of reason, he played at 
thrusting a knife into his chest. He likewise praises Him 
for saving him, in the nick of time, from drowning in the 
Tagus River at age ten. Like Augustine, Alonso did not 
consider these incidents trivial or unpleasant memories 
that were better left forgotten; he would ever recall them 
and they would serve to remind him to praise God and 
strengthen his faith in Him. 

Obviously, faith’s fecund plant develops in the field of 
the home, fertilized by Christian formation. From the 
little that we know, this was the case with Alonso. Only 
in a deeply religious family and social ambiance could a 
six-year old boy understandably promise to become a 
priest when he grew up – a promise which Alonso did 
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make, together with another companion, one day at Mass 
during the elevation of the Host. 

As to his primary education, he tells us that he “served” 
at the main church of Talavera de la Reina (Toledo), 
where his family had gone to reside towards the end of 
1508. Later, from age 11 to 14, he did the same in the 
main church of Toledo. Would that we knew exactly how 
he lived then. His biographers say that he was a choirboy 
in Talavera, and that it was then when he learned to read 
and write; and that in Toledo he was a seise1 and studied 
music with profit. What is certain was that the pious 
environment Alonso had known at home continued and 
prepared him for the next phases. 

 

3. Student at Salamanca  

The store of talents and lessons Alonso had gathered 
since he was a child would blend in Salamanca. He was 
about 14 years old when “my father sent me to study in 
Salamanca, where an older brother of mine was 
studying”. Little else is known of this period. We know 
that his brother’s name was Francisco, and that the 
university of Salamanca was then a hub of knowledge 
and a school of virtue. It seems that Alonso studied law 
there. And we know for certain that this stage as lay 
student lasted 8 years.  

                                            
1 One of the boys, in some cathedrals, who sing in the 

choir and serve as acolytes (Velázquez Dictionary) 
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For in 1521, the year that Castile revolted against the 
king, an Augustinian friar, Thomas of Villanova, was 
commissioned by the Salamanca cathedral chapter to do 
the Lenten preaching. His preaching had the effect of a 
hurricane, sweeping away the vices and uprooting the 
vanities of his audience, among whom were students and 
professors. The fruits of conversion were impressive. 
According to a witness touched by the sermons, the 
monasteries of Salamanca filled to overflowing and “the 
converts had to be sent to other Spanish convents, which 
barely sufficed for so many”. Among them was Francisco 
de Orozco, who decided to enter Saint Augustine 
monastery. And after him followed his brother, Alonso. 
On 8 June 1522, eve of Pentecost, the two brothers 
received the Augustinian habit. 
4. Religious and Priest 

The Salamanca monastery was among the most observant 
of the whole Augustinian Order. Not long before, its 
prior was Fray Thomas of Villanova himself; he was still 
residing there and soon after would govern it again. The 
Master of Novices was the venerable Father Luis de 
Montoya, who would later reform the Order in Portugal. 
Considering these names and those of the novices – later 
famed for their zeal and sanctity –, as well as the 
monastery’s reputation for rigor in discipline and zeal in 
worship, we get an idea of the environment obtaining 
during Alonso’s novitiate. 
He, for his part, strove to be at par. Years later, he would 
recall before God his novitiate as a time of temptation 
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and struggle: “At times, I would remember the freedom 
outside the monastery; at others, my natural love for my 
parents and sisters; and still at others, the solitude and 
harshness of the religion that I have professed, 
convincing me that it was impossible to persevere in such 
a laborious life. Oh, how many times I determined to 
abandon the holy life that I had started!” Like many 
novices, he was assaulted by temptations, the usual ones. 
Like many others he was on the verge of quitting several 
times, but the Lord heard his prayers and made him 
persevere. 

Finally, on 9 June 1523, after a year and one day as 
novice, Fray Alonso de Orozco professed in the 
Augustinian Order. Saint Thomas of Villanova, 
incumbent prior, received his profession. The candidate’s 
only lament was that his brother Francisco could not join 
him. The latter had long been suffering from a foot 
wound and from the horrific cauterization treatments he 
was receiving. This would hinder his profession and soon 
lead him to the grave. 

The phase that the saint now initiated would complete his 
human and intellectual formation. His principal 
occupation was the study of philosophy and theology. He 
also performed chores and worked manually at the 
service of the community. All this was within the strict 
regimen that he started in the novitiate and would observe 
throughout his whole life: food intake reduced to what is 
indispensable – equivalent to less than half a loaf of 
bread daily and the minimum viand –, sleep limited to 
three hours, and continuous mortification. 
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If in the novitiate he acquired the lifestyle he would 
thereafter lead, he also caught therein the affliction that 
would torment his spirit for thirty years. Whoever thinks 
that saints’ lives  sail smoothly amidst divine 
consolations ought to see Fray Alonso immersed in a 
vortex of scruples. The saint himself, even after some 
time, would still cringe at the memory of that “torment 
that allowed no rest, a worm that seemed to flail at the 
guts and prevented me from eating, sleeping or praying in 
peace”. Through scruples, God hammered the last bit of 
self-sufficiency out of him; He humbled his knowledge, 
the power of his faith, his pining for divine company. In 
Alonso’s own words, he enjoyed only two moments of 
respite in this life of martyrdom: when confessing and 
when celebrating the Eucharist. In sum, those were for 
him thirty years of life nailed to the cross, tasting the 
chalice of gloom and sharing in the abandonment of 
Christ. Later, he would tirelessly thank God for pulling 
him out of that dark well. 
While he interiorly matured thanks to the onslaught of 
temptation, he finished his intellectual formation, and the 
superiors recommended him for priesthood. He was 
ordained priest and was appointed preacher soon after. A 
tall order for anyone who, in the same monastery, had to 
follow the steps of John of Sahagun and Thomas of 
Villanova. The superiors had chosen Orozco for his 
intelligence and eloquence as well as for his holiness of 
life. He realized that he would need all that, since he had 
been entrusted with the Word of God and the mission to 
make it accessible to everyone. He promptly wrote the 
formula that would enable him to respond worthily to 
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such a serious task: to spend “twice the time in prayer 
and contemplation than in study and reading”. This 
would be his golden rule as preacher.  

 

5. Superior (1538-1557) 

If Saint Orozco’s life were to be divided in stages, a well-
defined one would transpire between 1538 and 1557. 
These are his more than 15 years as prior, after having 
been preacher of the Order and before his appointment as 
royal preacher. 

From age 38, Orozco was successively appointed 
superior of the monastery of major Spanish cities: Soria 
(1538-1540), Medina del Campo (May 1540 –November 
1541), Seville (1542–November 1544), Granada 
(November 1544–1548) and Valladolid (1551–1554). 
Nor does the list of his positions end there. For some 
years, besides being prior of one of these important 
monasteries, he also held high responsibilities. In 
November 1541 the chapter of Dueñas (Palencia) was 
held; its president was the prior general, the Italian 
Jerome Seripando who, shortly later, would stand out in 
the Council of Trent. The chapter aimed to unify the three 
Spanish jurisdictions into one province. Orozco was 
elected provincial councilor for a three-year term. At the 
end of his term, he was appointed visitator of the 
monasteries of Andalusia and the Canary Islands in 1546. 

It is striking that a scrupulous person is placed in posts of 
governance for 15 years. He who anguished over his 
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comportment is given the tremendous burden of 
governing others. If Saint Orozco succeeded in 
performing the task, it was, as he realized and admitted, 
the work and effect of obedience, “with which You, 
infinite goodness, have always favored me, such that I 
found new strength where I did not expect it”. 

Our knowledge of this period is not confined to mere 
trivia. Biographers have conserved a trove of anecdotes 
that reveal Saint Alonso’s personality. At the end of 
1541, he was passing through Cordoba. The whole city 
was agog over the alleged miracles of the nun Magdalene 
of the Cross. Pious tourists came trooping in. No visitor 
of some distinction failed to go to revere “the saint”. 
Orozco’s confreres urged him to do the same. He would 
have none of it: we ignore if it was because his refined 
sense of the spiritual made him smell fakery, or he 
simply wanted to avoid publicity in what he deemed was 
a normal and intimate thing – divine communication. 

Another crucial moment in Fray Alonso’s life took place 
in Seville. Never enjoying good health, he was wracked 
in 1530, while in Medina del Campo, by a painful disease 
that left lasting effects. In Seville, a terrible arthritis 
gripped and crippled him, probable consequence of 
practicing mortification in the cold and humid weather. 
The sickness was very common then, and not all got 
cured. But he did. He recalled it in his Confessions: 
“There, King of heaven, I was crucified with Thee, feet 
and hands riveted not by iron nails but by that 
excruciating illness...Twice thou hast given me feet and 
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hands: once when thou formedst me, and the other when, 
freed from that illness, thou gavest them again...”  

Saint Orozco attributed this as well as everything that 
happened to him to divine mercy. Consequently, he felt 
obliged to place more intensely in God’s service what he 
had received twice. He decided to devote his restored 
hands to bring about the Lord’s special glory. He saw his 
cure as a call to write, to delve deeper into and fulfill the 
vocation he felt as Mary’s chaplain. He narrates that it 
was our Lady herself who appeared to him twice in a 
dream and ordered him: “Write”. From 1542 on, Orozco 
began to compose those valuable spiritual treatises that 
have earned him a name among the great spiritual 
writers. 

After completing his term as prior in Granada (1548), 
Alonso de Orozco volunteered to go to Mexico “in order 
to help in some way the fathers of my Order”, some of 
whom were his fellow-novices who, for fifteen years, had 
been spreading the Gospel very fruitfully. The superiors 
accepted his offer and he earnestly prepared for the trip: 
the sole provision that he readied for the long trip was a 
wooden cross! Notwithstanding his dreams and secret 
hope of gaining martyrdom, God dealt him another 
humiliation: his arthritis recurred, forcing him to 
disembark in Canary Islands and to return to the 
Peninsula. Others would have wept with rage, but Saint 
Orozco understood: if he wanted the cross, here was a 
most precious one, one not tailored to his taste. Never 
again would he separate from his wooden cross, which he 
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called his “companion”. Embracing it, he would breathe 
his last. 

Orozco received a last and important blessing during this 
period. For almost thirty years, he had been fighting 
against the demon of scruples. It constantly stalked him 
like a roaring lion, “neither letting me eat nor quench my 
thirst in peace”. Suddenly, “I felt that this lion was 
departing from me, his roars becoming less furious; and 
then my soul rejoiced, seeing it flee like a beaten 
coward”. Father Rojas, his confessor, narrates in greater 
detail: the saint had entrusted his struggle to the Blessed 
Virgin, “and one night, returning to his room from 
matins, he heard loud howls of dogs, and a very soft 
voice which said to him: Alonso, they depart beaten”. 

The time of trial had passed, his prayers had been heard 
and the Blessed Virgin had once more won over the 
Enemy. From then on, the saint lived in imperturbable 
peace, praising repeatedly: “Blessed art Thou, who hast 
thus tried me with such painful fire so that I might 
console and admonish the souls that Thou, by divine 
judgment, dost afflict with scruples”. 

6. Royal Preacher 

Saint Alonso spent the period 1551-1554 as prior of St. 
Augustine monastery in Valladolid. The city was then the 
seat of the royal court, although neither Emperor Charles 
nor Prince Philip resided there, as both were in European 
lands outside Spain. But the fame of the Augustinian 
prior, which had already spread throughout the whole 
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Castile down to the Canary Islands, now, before the high 
nobility, the royal family, the chancery officials and the 
university professors, earned him the appointment as 
royal preacher. Charles I issued the appointment on 13th 
March 1554 in Brussels, where he was then residing. 

The title given Alonso was not merely honorific; rather, 
he was assigned a wide and difficult field of work. From 
preacher in the ambit of his Order, he now advanced to a 
higher and harder post. Henceforth, he would be “our 
Lady’s chaplain” to everyone by means of his pen, word 
and life, an apostolate that would constrain him to 
abandon all other occupations. He fulfilled the last task 
assigned to him by the Order, that of provincial 
councilor, until the chapter of Dueñas (Palencia) in 1557, 
at which he himself presided. Henceforth, he would 
devote all the energies of his last 34 years of life to 
working in the Lord’s vineyard outside the Order. 

However, this does mean that outside his convent Father 
Alonso became a mere court employee. Though by virtue 
of his post he was exempted from monastic authority and 
obligations, and was now part of the royal household 
receiving therefrom a good salary, the saint continued to 
reside in the cloister. It was surely through this 
conventual lifestyle that he could be the saintly preacher 
at court. When Philip II, upon becoming king, transferred 
the court to Madrid in 1560, the royal preacher had to 
join him there. Saint Alonso now started the last, and 
longest, phase of his life: he resided at the Augustinian 
monastery of San Felipe el Real, near the Puerta del Sol. 
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Soon he would be known throughout the capital as the 
“holy man of San Felipe”. 

7. In the monastery 

What kind of life did the famous preacher lead in his 
convent? All the friars who lived with him could 
corroborate that Father Orozco had a noteworthy passion: 
his cell. At the outset, he chose the poorest and most 
unpleasant cell in San Felipe. Later on, he would occupy 
several others, each of which signaled a victory – at times 
his own, at others the prior’s – in the curious tug-of-war 
between the two: all that the former wished was to 
occupy the last nook in the house, “and if he saw a room 
more abject than his own, he would not stop until he 
transferred there”. Once, the doctors obliged him to 
transfer, as the room he was occupying was utterly 
unhealthful, on account of a sewer that seeped through 
one of its walls.  
Still in relation to Father Alonso, another odd contest was 
going on in San Felipe: people – friar as well as outsider 
– wanted to enter and nose into his cell. The writer Fran-
cisco de Quevedo, for instance, declared during the 
process of Orozco’s beatification that “when this witness 
was a boy, his parents sent him to see the cell, as they 
thought that this would firm him up in virtue”. 

It seemed only a few succeeded, though. Some related 
what they saw: “…there was nothing but a bed consisting 
of two boards that could not accommodate anyone except 
he lay sideways; on these two boards were a sheaf of vine 
branches and a big stone, that served as pillow, both 
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covered by a rough woolen blanket; on top of this was 
another folded blanket with which he would cover 
himself. This sort of sleeping compartment was hidden 
by some boards at one side of the cell, though it looked 
more a tomb than a bed”. The rest of the furniture 
consisted of a wicker chair, an old and crude table, an oil 
lamp, a broom, a dozen old books, and a few paintings 
done in red oxide “worth four maravedies”. 

Knowing his room, we are not surprised by his life. 
Father Orozco’s life was one of constant mortification. 
He fasted no less than 3 or 4 times a week; and when he 
was not fasting, he limited himself to the midday meal. 
Sleep never went more than 3 hours; the rest of the time 
he spent in prayer. Other mortifications, such as spiked 
girdles and whips, were ordinary fare for him. Naturally, 
this lifestyle could not but be reflected in his body: 
people who knew him speak of his thinness and the 
precariousness of his health. 

He spent most of his time in prayer; without it, there was 
no sense to his severe and constant mortification. He 
never missed choir prayer, although his position as 
preacher exempted him from it. On the contrary, as a 
witness says, “it seemed that he never would leave the 
choir”. He never failed to attend matins at midnight, after 
which he remained in prayer until dawn. Then, after a 
long preparation and confession, he would fervently 
celebrate Mass. Afterwards, he would give thanks, recite 
prime with the community and attend the sung 
conventual Mass. Later, he would visit the sick, regaling 
them with biscuits and delicacies. It could well be said 
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that Saint Alonso put no rift between the God of the 
church and the God whom he saw in the sick brothers. 

He spent the rest of the day if not in prayer, in spiritual 
reading and in writing his numerous books. Apart from 
this, he was often seen sweeping outside his room or in 
other places of the monastery. It was already mentioned 
that he kept a broom in his room; as he said, “the broom 
was one of the weapons of religious”. In addition, he did 
some other manual work: “He had a piece of land in the 
fashion of a garden, adjacent to his cell, and each day he 
watered it; and in the mornings and some afternoons, 
amidst these plants he would contemplate and sing a 
thousand praises to God”. We know for a fact that when 
he did garden work, even in old age, he would pray or 
sing, in a voice that was not unpleasant, to the Blessed 
Virgin, and that he reserved the flowers for our Lady’s 
altar. 

8. Organizing charity 

History remembers Saint Thomas of Villanova for his 
very special love for the poor. Well, we can rightly affirm 
that on this matter, Father Orozco did not lag behind his 
teacher. Like him, he was supremely sensitive to the 
needy, such that he could not but help them: whether they 
were hungry or in rags, infirm or in prison, Saint Alonso 
was irrepressibly moved to practice compassion. 
Fray Alonso had set up a wide network of charitable 
assistance that covered all Madrid. His charity led him to 
constantly reach out to more and more needy people. 
Seeing the impossibility of physically attending to 
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everyone, he employed the help of lay collaborators, 
pious men and women, who were the extensions of his 
hands and will, and, occasionally, of his pocket. This was 
because Saint Alonso only had his salary as royal 
preacher for financing his huge charitable undertaking. 
He administered and stretched it to the maximum so as to 
be able to assist his entire army of poor people, many of 
whom received, on a permanent basis and at a set hour 
each day, an allowance to cover their daily needs. His 
pay could not suffice, so that he had to ask for favors and 
money from those who could help him: nobles, rich 
people…Often he had to draw his preacher’s salary in 
advance, and in not a few occasions he turned to the king 
himself for help to defray some debts. In spite of 
everything, his charitable program continued for various 
decades until his death. 

9. Sent to preach 

Charitable work certainly absorbed his life. But his task 
was a different one, that of preacher. As such the whole 
Madrid knew him; not for nothing did he preach almost 
everyday and, often, delivered three and even four 
sermons on feast days. We can imagine Saint Orozco 
going through the city, on foot and in fasting, in order to 
preach in different places, and refusing to use this as 
pretext for relaxing his mortification, increasing his food 
intake or exempting himself from the smallest obligation 
at choir. 
His audience cut through all levels of society. Firstly, he 
was commissioned to preach to the king and his court. It 



 20 

was an exceptionally important task: he had to guide and 
instruct the most powerful monarch of the age, lord of 
half the earth. And indeed, Philip II listened to him with 
pleasure, and even sought his word and advice very often. 
But perhaps this was not the most remarkable thing: 
kings had had other preachers, and very eloquent ones at 
that. What set our saint apart is that he was a preacher by 
vocation, not by office. In an age when numberless 
missionaries, moved by divine zeal, spread the gospel 
throughout the whole New World, Father Orozco 
preached in Madrid without rest or bias: in hospitals and 
poor monasteries, at home, in the churches, before large 
audiences or before one old woman who assisted at mass. 

How was his preaching? It is easy to imagine, judging 
from the life he led. Prayer and lived example gave 
fecundity to his sermons, making them produce rich 
results. His audience remembered the experience of the 
apostles: they realized that they themselves now also 
“burnt like flaming torches”. For the rest, he preached 
simply, using no rhetoric, such that language became the 
vehicle, and not the obstacle, of the divine Word. 

What he preached in word he preserved in writing. Since 
1542, the year in which, as mentioned, he received from 
the Blessed Virgin the command to write, Saint Alonso 
did not stop writing until his death. He wrote for almost 
50 years, and produced some 50 treatises. These books, 
dense in content, wed simplicity and elegance in style, for 
which reason they were very well received. They spell 
out Orozco’s aspirations in encouraging and guiding 
people on the road to holiness. 



 21 

He wrote for everybody. And so that everybody could 
understand him, he would be among the first to defend 
the dignity of the vernacular, Spanish, and to use it in his 
writings, “since Romance speaks to all our people, while 
Latin speaks to less”. He wrote in Spanish on whatever 
topic he deemed beneficial to his readers. Perhaps the 
tone that he employs most frequently is Marian, as would 
be expected from a “chaplain of our Lady”. The works 
that obtained greatest renown are the Garden of Prayer 
and Mountain of Contemplation and Remembrance of 
Holy Love, two of his first books, and the Confessions, 
which were written in imitation of his father St. 
Augustine. The last mentioned book, though written for 
the purpose of obtaining God’s mercy in exchange for the 
scorn of those who knew his sins, produced, on the 
contrary, the admiration of everyone for Saint Alonso’s 
deep humility. 

10. A Popular Saint 

For us to get an idea of Father Orozco’s reputation in 
Madrid, we need only to observe him in his daily trek to 
the palace. A young religious always accompanied him. 
From his monastery in San Felipe, at a corner of Puerta 
del Sol, he had to traverse the length of Main Street, one 
most frequented by the court. Father Orozco always 
prayed while walking, deep in recollection. But from the 
monastery door, beggars would start crowding about him: 
“so many poor people followed him that they seemed like 
a regiment”. Along the whole route, many people, nobles 
and plebeians, ecclesiastics and laymen, would approach 
him and kneel to kiss his hand or habit. “Such was their 
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number – comments one of the companions – when he 
walked the streets, that very often the people would not 
let us pass”. 

Having finally reached the palace, Saint Orozco had free 
access to all the rooms. His companions recount how 
they entered with him the room of the ladies, and even 
that of the queen, the bedroom of the prince… 
Everywhere, the father was received with joy and 
reverence, like a prophet and a saint. He would pray for 
the sick, celebrate Mass, hear confessions, give spiritual 
direction, and attend to those who requested prayers or 
advice. 
Outside the palace he normally did exactly the same 
thing. In his cell in San Felipe there assembled persons of 
all ages and walks of life who sought his counsel, 
intercession, help or consolation. 

He also had, among others, a distinctive apostolate: that 
of visiting the sick, to whom he gave a blessing and “read 
a gospel” or on whom he laid hands. Many sought the 
Augustinian friar, the first being the king himself, Philip 
II, who had frequent attacks of gout. And the power of 
his prayer or the efficacy of the divine word in his lips 
worked many wonders; to his own astonishment, he was 
now being acclaimed for something he did not do. 

Indeed, the priest’s holiness was public knowledge in 
Madrid. Felix Lope de Vega himself, for instance, was 
witness to it. His miracles were the talk of the town. All 
Madrid knew that “the holy man of San Felipe” had 
raised to life the three-year-old daughter of Marcos 
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Amador, cobbler of the royal house. He did the same too, 
before many witnesses, to Sebastian Sanchez, a worker in 
San Felipe, who had been crushed by a huge stone. Saint 
Orozco was then preparing to say Mass; when he finished 
it, the deceased stirred, to the amazement of the large 
congregation. Accounts of many other miracles were 
narrated: unexplainable cures, money that appeared 
where previously there was none, prophecies of future 
events… Before any need, Saint Alonso’s spontaneous 
reaction was compassion and prayer. And his Lord 
listened. 

11. He attempts to leave the court 

Anyone else would have felt exalted: counted among the 
royal court, revered as a saint, attended to in everything, 
having access to the private circle of the most powerful 
monarch… all the elements of a pleasing and, if we may 
say so, comfortable holiness. But a bourgeois saint Father 
Alonso was not. He was totally consumed by God. The 
yearning to be alone with Him was overpowering. 
One day he decided to speak to the king. This was in 
1576; he had been in the court for more than twenty years 
– two decades of very intense activity, of self-offering in 
charity, of being available every time and everywhere at 
the service of the needy, always in the public eye, his 
name in everyone’s lips, his deeds and penance 
commented on with unabashed admiration, all sorts of 
miracles being attributed to him, being mobbed even 
inside his own cell by persons hungry for miracles… 
Now, very old at 76, Alonso wanted to prepare quietly 
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for his death. He wanted to spend the rest of his life in 
seclusion at the hermitage of Santa Maria del Risco, aptly 
so called for being located in the harshest region of the 
Avila mountain range.  
However justified the plea might have seemed, the 
“Prudent King” was nevertheless terse and clear: Alonso 
could not go because he was needed in the court. 

Later, the preacher would insist again and again, until the 
king got annoyed. The scene must have been amusing: 
Saint Alonso, initially rejected, kneels down, arms in a 
gesture of pleading, and King Philip, already irritated, 
rises and takes him by the hand: “Rise thou up, for I am 
not doing it for anything in the world”. 

This contest would soon be repeated, albeit in different 
circumstances, when in 1580 Philip II summoned his 
preacher and, after enjoining him to pray for the success 
of his trip to Portugal, knelt to ask Alonso’s blessing. The 
latter, embarrassed and tearful, knelt down too and 
refused, pleading his unworthiness. Once more the two 
struggled, and as in the past, the friar had to give in and 
bless the king. 

12. The Foundations 

By now, Father Alonso de Orozco was an exceptionally 
old person; four centuries ago, octogenarians were much 
rarer than they are today. Naturally, he had lost his vigor: 
after his 60th year, he rarely ate at the common refectory, 
doing so only during solemnities, and then he would be 
received “as if he were our glorious father Saint 
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Augustine himself”; at age 77 his feet grew twin calluses 
which made walking an ordeal, thus forcing him to use a 
cane and slowing his pace down; at 85, he started to take 
some supper, though out of obedience; and, in order to be 
able to work in his cell, he was forced to accept a small 
brazier that warmed the room a little … 

Everything notwithstanding, he was far from being a 
decrepit and useless old man. He continued to preach and 
write, and he did not miss choir prayer. It is strange that 
during the “universal flu” of 1580 that led many to the 
grave, Father Orozco was the only one in the monastery 
of San Felipe who was spared and the one who “upheld 
the choir”. His inner vitality did not slacken. On the 
contrary, it was during the last period of his life that he 
displayed his inner fire, occasionally playing a 
clavichord, which he had allowed into his room. And the 
chronicles relate that the venerable fathers of San Felipe 
would tiptoe to Saint Alonso’s door to listen to the divine 
melodies that issued from within. 
Proof of the priest’s great energy during this period are, 
above all, the most select fruit of his spirit and activity: 
the foundations. This founding facet of Orozco had 
started many years back. In Talavera de la Reina, which 
he considered “his” town, he had already founded two 
monasteries: one, dedicated to his saint, Saint Ildefonso, 
for women, who had gathered around his sister (1562); 
and another, that of Our Lady of Peace (1566), for friars. 
These monasteries, especially that of the nuns, were the 
pupil of his eyes, and he spared neither expense nor effort 
so they would prosper and be more observant. It is worth 
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noting that the Our Lady of Peace convent would be the 
ancestral home where the Augustinian Recollects would 
be born in 1588. 

Saint Orozco founded in 1574 a third monastery, also for 
nuns, that of the Magdalene in Madrid.  

Yet, Orozco’s two main foundations were established in 
his waning years. At age 88, he founded with no other 
resources than divine mercy the monastery of Our Lady’s 
Visitation to Saint Elizabeth, his “little Nativity scene”, 
as he called it. Its importance lies in its being the first 
monastery of the Augustinian Recollect nuns, that is, the 
nuns reformed according to the more austere norms 
which he formulated. 

Lastly, what at present is the Senate palace were then the 
houses of Maria de Aragon, a noble lady much devoted 
to Saint Orozco. He moved in in 1590, reportedly unable 
to endure the din of downtown Madrid’s bells and clocks. 
He did not rest until they became a college for forming 
religious for the ministry. This would be Incarnation 
College, which the priest founded on his 90th year; for 
centuries it was among the most important houses of the 
Augustinian Order in Spain. 

Four hundred years later, of Saint Orozco’s work there 
remain at present three monasteries of nuns: that of 
Talavera, and those of the Magdalene and Santa Isabel. In 
them his memory and remains are kept. 

13. His death 
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Alonso resided but a few months in Incarnation College, 
enough, however, to convert it into a veritable pilgrimage 
center. The many people who used to go to San Felipe 
seeking advice, prayer, health or alms, now turned their 
steps towards the houses of Dame Maria de Aragon. 
Here, as recounted by witnesses, wonderful cures and 
splendid miracles took place. 

The crowd of visitors increased notably from 10 August 
1591, when “the holy man of San Felipe” came down 
with fever. It was the illness that would lead him to the 
grave after forty days of purification. However, the fever 
did not immediately confine him to bed. For the first 
twenty days, Father Orozco celebrated the Eucharist with 
his usual calm, though he earned thus the ire of the 
eminent royal physicians; he heard confessions and 
distributed communion on occasions, and even gave 
some lectures. 

Later on, he could no longer get up. Lying on his simple 
bed, he received the visits and homage of numberless 
people from all walks of life. Friars sent from San Felipe 
competed with ladies of high nobility in caring for him. 
His meals were ordered cooked in the palace. The king 
and queen in Escorial inquired daily about the sick friar’s 
condition. King Philip II himself, accompanied by prince 
Philip and the princess Elizabeth, personally visited his 
preacher and adviser. 

The ailment worsened. Saint Alonso, fainting, “reduced 
to skin and bones”, awaited the final light in the embrace 
of his cross, that of his failed trip to America. He died, 
finally, on 19 September 1591. 
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14. Glorification 

Like a trail of gunpowder, the news spread through 
Madrid by word of mouth. Francisco de Quevedo, 
eyewitness of the events, correctly observed that “the 
whole royal court felt the sorrow of his death like 
children deprived of their father”. The entire city rushed 
to the college where “the holy man” lay. Neither temple 
nor house could accommodate all who gathered to see 
and touch him. The friars who stood guard over the 
corpse could hardly prevent it from being stripped naked. 
Those who succeeded in entering Saint Alonso’s cell 
literally sacked it. His bed was reduced to splinters as 
everyone helped himself to a relic. Others brought 
ladders so they could see the coffin from the windows of 
the church. 

After a one-day gap, the very solemn and memorable 
burial rites and exequies could now take place in the 
court. He was interred under the main altar of Incarnation 
College. 

In the course of the centuries, his remains would climb a 
not always glorious Calvary of transfers: in 1813, to the 
monastery of the Magdalene; in 1825, back to the college 
of Maria de Aragon; in 1835, once again to the 
Magdalenes, who, expelled from their monastery in this 
same year, deposited them in the nearby church of San 
Sebastian; in 1853, to the sole existing monastery of the 
Calced Augustinians in Spain, that of Valladolid. They 
were here when he was beatified on 15 January 1882. At 
present, Saint Alonso de Orozco is venerated at his 
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monastery of the Magdalenes, located at no. 9 Granja 
Street, Madrid. 





 31 

 

Principal dates 

1500, 15 Oct. He is born in Oropesa, Toledo 

1508 His family goes to live in Talavera de la Reina, Toledo 

1511-1514 He lives in the city of Toledo 

1514 He goes to Salamanca to study 

1522, 8 June Together with his brother Francisco, he receives the Augustinian habit 
in San Augustine monastery, Salamanca 

1523, 9 June Professes under Saint Thomas of Villanova 

1538-1557 He is appointed, successively, prior of several monasteries 

1542 He starts to write 

1554 He is appointed royal preacher 

1560 He transfers to Madrid with the court. He resides in the monastery of 
San Felipe El Real 

1562 He founds the monastery of the nuns of San Ildefonso, Talavera 

1566 He founds the monastery of friars of Our Lady of the Peace, Talavera 

1574 He founds the monastery of nuns of the Magdalene, Madrid 
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1588 He founds the Monastery of the Visitation, first monastery of the 
Augustinian Recollect nuns, Madrid. 

1590 He founds the College of the Incarnation, at the houses of Maria de 
Aragon, Madrid 

1591, 19 Sept. He dies at the College of the Incarnation 

1882, 15 Jan. He is beatified 

2002, 19 May He is canonized 
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