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A simple and humble friar who allowed himself to be molded by 

the grace of God by listening to His Word, by fervent celebration of  

the Eucharist, by intense prayer and constant practice of charity. A 

religious who radically lived his consecration to God, we may say, in 

the manner of the religious of times past: perfect observance of the 

Rule of Saint Augustine and the Constitutions of the Order of 

Augustinian Recollects, blind obedience to superiors, absolute 

poverty, love for silence and contemplation, presence of God, 

incessant prayer, fame of sanctity in his lifetime and after death.   

Obviously, I refer to Father Mariano Gazpio y Ezcurra who was 

born on 18 December 1899 in Puente la Reina, Navarra. We could say 

                                                           
1A lecture delivered in Spanish at the auditorium of the Augustinian 

Recollect Convent in Marcilla, Navarra, Spain, on 29 March 2014 on the 

occasion of the exhumation, recognition and translation of the mortal 

remains of the Servant of God Father Mariano Gazpio from the municipal 

cemetery to the conventual Church of Virgen la Blanca. Retrieved 4 April 

2014 from http://www.agustinos recoletos.org: Mariano Gazpio: biografía 
y descripción de su personalidad.webm.    

http://www.agustinos/
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a lot of things about him. But time is brief, as Father Pablo Panedas 

said in the introduction. I now present to you Father Gazpio’s 

biographical profile and personality traits.   

 

I am aware that the two 

eyes of history are geography 

and chronology. Hence in the 

triptych disseminated earlier is 

the map of China where Father 

Gazpio was a zealous young 

missionary. You can find also a 

summary of his life replete with 

dates in order to contextualize 

our talk. He himself once said 

that he belonged to the 20th 

century for we know that he 

was born on the threshold of 

the 20th century. About the first 

part of his life, I will try to be 

brief in delineating the years of 

his youth and religious 

formation. But I will highlight 

his life as a missionary friar.  

Aside from the seminary formation common to all friars of the 

Order of Augustinian Recollects, the life of Father Gazpio can be 

divided easily in two phases: the first phase was the missionary phase 

of twenty-eight years, as a zealous, intrepid missioner in China. In the 

second phase comprising thirty-seven years, he was a conventual friar 

in the main houses of the Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino, we 

can say, of the Order. Twelve years in Monteagudo, Navarra: nine as 

master of novices and three as prior. Twenty-five years in this house 

of Marcilla, Navarra that you know very well.  

Father Mariano Gazpio was born at Puente la Reina, one of the 

fine towns, earliest notable towns belonging to the Kingdom of 

   Father Mariano Gazpio OAR: zealous   
missionary from Puente la Reina 
(Navarra, Spain) in China, 1924-1952. 
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Navarra. It is located twenty-four kilometers southwest of the capital 

city of Pamplona on the way to the city of Estella. At the outset the 

territories of Puente la Reina were deemed old lands because they 

were annexed early to the Kingdom of Navarra. These lands were 

highly important because very soon they were Christianized as well. 

Therefore, the favorable religious ambiance of Puente la Reina was 

known to our friars who founded a residence there exactly on the day 

before the birth of Father Mariano.  

Puente la Reina had a fervently religious population. When our 

friars arrived, the chronicle says, the people welcomed them with 

great approval and satisfaction. Our friars celebrated the inauguration 

of the convent at Puente la Reina on the 17th December, a Sunday, in 

1899. And the next day was born Mariano Gazpio, son of Dionisio and 

Severina.  

Our friars in Puente la Reina were religious who left Manila in 

the wake of the Philippine Revolution and basically looked for two 

things in Catholic Navarra: a place where they could continue their 

zeal of evangelization and search for vocations for their Province of 

Saint Nicholas. And these fully became a reality in Puente la Reina. 

This noble town had a representative in the Parliament of Navarra. It 

is at the crossroads on the centuries-old pilgrimage route Camino de 
Santiago [Way to Santiago de Compostela]. It is one of the two earliest 

routes.    

The Augustinian Recollects in Puente la Reina 

In Puente la Reina, we had the first house founded originally at 

Crucifix Street in the outskirts. Not far from it along Calle Mayor no. 

14 was the renowned chapel dedicated to Nuestra Señora de la 
Soledad [Our Lady of Solitude], handed over to our friars’ 

administration. And a little farther down the same street at no. 94 the 

Augustinian Recollects set up a grade school in 1905. It was in this 

school where Father Mariano Gazpio probably studied as a young boy. 

We are not so certain about such data. We have in our possession 

twelve books belonging to the period when the Augustinian 
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Recollects were in Puente la Reina. But not one of them, regrettably, 

has the lists of grade school pupils. Hence, we are not 100% sure but 

very probably the young Mariano studied there.  

Young Mariano  

What we do know for certain is that he was an altar boy in that 

Chapel of Our Lady of Solitude under the spiritual administration of 

the Augustinian Recollect friars. He was so enthusiastic an altar boy 

that he was likewise doing the tasks of a sacristan, enthusiastically 

doing the duties of a sacristan at the Marian chapel.  

We do not know much about his youth. However, we have two 

important testimonies from Puente la Reina. One testimony was 

provided by Daniela Armendáriz and another by Luis Senosiáin. 

Daniela was a contemporary of the Servant of God. We have the good 

fortune that she was endowed with a good memory.  She declared at 

the diocesan tribunal that young Mariano was an altar boy. He was 

very zealous in his duties; he was even tasked to impose silence among 

naughty children. Among them was the mischievous Daniela 

Armendáriz. Mariano would tap her with a small box to keep her 

quiet.  

More facts were also culled from the testimonies of some friars 

from Puente la Reina from where excellent Recollect vocations came  

through the years: Alejandro Osés (1895-1955), his first cousin 

Dionisio Gazpio (1916-1978), Diego Izurzu (1911-2002), Francisco 

Izurzu (1901-1969) as well as Isidro Beasiáin (1900-1961) and Pedro 

Colomo (1899-1979) who were his companions in the missions in 

China. Many more from Puente joined the Order in later years and 

José Luis Goñi in the 1970s.  

Of the Gazpio ancestors, we know that four generations were 

born at Puente la Reina. The great-great-grandparents originated from 

the town of Berastegi in the province of Guipúzcoa along the border 

with Navarra. They were stonecutters by profession. Towards the end 

of the 18th century the Gazpios went down to Puente la Reina to seek 

a better quality of life. They worked in important construction 
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projects in Puente. For example, they constructed the cloister of Saint 

James Parish, wholly made of bricks, then its capitular hall and other 

construction works.  

At a young age the father Dionisio was a farmer and later in life a 

stonecutter. We have confirmed the construction projects he finished 

at Puente la Reina and environs. The mother Severina was a pious, 

serious lady who regularly visited the Chapel of Our Lady of the 

Solitude. Our witness Daniela Armendárez described Severina’s 

character as more upright than a curtain rod, very serious. It is 

probable that Father Mariano likewise possessed the same character, 

the same as her mother, very pious, very upright.  

Formative years 

As to his formative phase, the young boy of ten was taken by his 

mother on a donkey-drawn cart—as was the practice in those days—

to the minor seminary of the Augustinian Recollects in San Millán de 

la Cogolla in the province of La Rioja, where we had a secondary 

school, a sort of high school seminary, minor seminary. There 

Mariano finished four years of Latin and the Humanities.  

Incidentally, while he was at the seminary of San Millán de la 

Cogolla he met his future theology classmates and missionary 

confreres in China. About his San Millán studies, we have information 

that he was a remarkably diligent and studious boy and that he 

received the average of notable [outstanding], except two subjects in 

calligraphy and music for he received the grades of sobresaliente 

[excellent]. While at Puente la Reina known for its great musical 

tradition, he had learned the solfeggio very well, possessing a very 

fine ear for music. He became a member of the musical band at San 

Millán, and during occasions like this one the band would perform 

musical numbers.  

Four years of study passed at the minor seminary of San Millán, 

and at age fifteen he proceeded to the novitiate of Monteagudo for his 

complete year of initiation to the religious life. And after a year, at a 

very young age of sixteen, the youngest in the group in fact, he made 
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the profession of the three evangelical counsels. For his religious 

appellation, he adopted La Purisima Concepcion, the Immaculate 

Conception, as his personal patroness whose icon is venerated until 

now at Saint James Church in Puente la Reina.  

Fray Mariano Gazpio de la Purísima Concepción stayed for his 

studies in philosophy partly at the convent in Monteagudo and partly 

at San Millán once more. He was known again to be very diligent and 

studious. We have the testimony of his very own professor, Father 

Pedro de la Dedicación (1892-1974), the future procurator general of 

the Order, who praised the young religious from Puente la Reina how 

he exerted effort in his studies.  

Presbyteral ordination and pastoral assignment in the Philippines 

After four years of philosophy, he went on to study four more 

years of theology: three in Marcilla and the last in Manila.2 He was 

ordained in Manila on 23 December 1922 by the American archbishop 

of Manila.3 Two days afterward, he went to the Parish of San Pedro 

Apóstol of Cavite Puerto in Cavite City, whose Recollect parish priest 

administered as well the adjoining Shrine of Nuestra Señora de la 
Soledad de Porta Vaga in San Roque. He celebrated his first Mass in 

San Pedro Apóstol Parish Church on Christmas Day.  

                                                           
2Father Mariano Gazpio was the classmate of his namesake Father 

Mariano Alegría (1899-1945) from Ablitas, Navarra. Since their admission 

to the novitiate year at Monteagudo on 22 December 1914, the dates of 

their religious formation, courses, professions, ordinations and initial trips 

to Manila and Shanghai were completely identical. Their Philippine 

assignments, however, differed: Alegría’s short stints in Manila (1922), 

Cebu (April 1923) and Canoan, Siquijor (31 January 1924) and Gazpio’s 

ministry at Cavite City (December 1992-March 1924).  Cf. Miguel 

AVELLANEDA, Continuación del Padre Sádaba (Zaragoza 1938) 171-172. 

For more details on the life of the Servant of God, please see Timeline of 
the Servant of God Mariano Gazpio, page 35 of this booklet.  

3Michael James O’Doherty (1874-1949) was archbishop for thirty-

three years from 1916 until his death.  
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Volunteer for the new mission in China 

Father Gazpio volunteered for the first mission in China in 1924. 

The Province of Saint Nicholas had tried to open a mission in China in 

the past but due to various circumstances—political, economic—it 

was not successful. Finally, on 15 November 1923 the Congregation of 

the Propaganda Fidei granted the petition of the Province of Saint 

Nicholas for a mission in China.  

The Holy See offered us a portion of the Apostolic Vicariate of 

Eastern Honan [later Apostolic Vicariate of Kaifeng]. This Vicariate 

which had its episcopal see in Kaifeng was divided into two: Kaifeng 

and Shangqiu. The eastern area whose most important city was 

Shangqiu or Kweiteh was assigned to the Augustinian Recollect 

missionaries. In the map of China we can find in the eastern part the 

city of Shangqiu where the central office of our mission was located.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the work of Father Gazpio as a missionary, we have first to 

take into account the condition of the China mission. This prefecture 

of Shangqiu had been earlier evangelized sporadically by the 

Pontificio Istituto Missioni Estere, Pontifical Institute for Foreign 

[left to right] First Recollect missionaries of Kweiteh, now 
Shangqiu, 1924-1925: Fr. Sabino Elizondo, Fr. Luis Arribas, 
Apostolic Prefect Msgr. Javier Ochoa, Fr. Mariano Alegría, 
Servant of God Mariano Gazpio. 
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Missions [PIME], founded in Milan, Italy. Our area in Shangqiu was 

the least evangelized. The surface extension was almost equivalent to 

the present area of Navarra—8,500 square kilometers—and a 

population five times bigger—2,500,000 inhabitants. The Catholic 

population was utterly negligible. The population estimate made by 

our friars when they first arrived on 4 April 1924 was about four to 

five hundred Christians only.  

Shangqiu was therefore a Roman Catholic mission among non-

believers. In their midst were five Recollect volunteer missionaries, 

almost all very young, twenty-four or twenty-five years old.4 And all 

of them came from Navarra. They did a formidable work in a brief 

period of time. The Augustinian Recollect pioneers overcame 

countless hardships, the immense jurisdiction, countless square 

kilometers, the climate and, most of all, the wars. For more than half 

the time that the mission lasted, the ambience was that of wars and 

revolutions and their consequent loss of countless lives: the civil wars 

between the North and the South, the World War II between China 

and Japan, and thereafter the civil war between the Nationalists of 

Chiang-Kai-Shek and the Communists of Mao-Zedong. In this 

atmosphere our friars had to perform their evangelization tasks. It was 

therefore an exceptionally laborious task but, at the end of it all, the 

results turned out very astonishing.  

From that original population of merely four to five hundred 

Christians, there were twelve thousand baptized by the end of the 

missionary work in 1952. A great number of catechumens were 

likewise preparing themselves for baptism.  

There were ten mission stations with all the necessary facilities, 

and most especially the central residence in Shangqiu, inaugurated on 

7 June 1925, which was a stupendous residence with rooms for about 

twenty missionaries. There was the cathedral church constructed and 

                                                           
4Father Pedro Zunzarren (1898-1950) was the eldest of the group. He 

was twenty-six years old when Father Francisco Sádaba, provincial 

councilor, took him and other volunteers to Shanghai on 11 March 1924.  
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inaugurated on 1 February 1931 by the Apostolic Prefect Msgr. 

Francisco Javier Ochoa (1899-1976), the seminary (1929). In Shangqiu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

were also a convent constructed on 30 October 1933 for the religious 

congregation they founded—Misioneras Agustinas Recoletas [MAR], 

Augustinian Recollect Missionaries—, the school for catechists (1933), 

a medical clinic (1936) and the Santa Infancia Orphanage, established 

for the care and development of abandoned infants and children.  

Missionary in Cheng Li Ku 

In these evangelization tasks our friars exerted the best they 

could. Among those who exerted much greater effort was Father 

Mariano Gazpio. He arrived with the motley group of missionaries 

and after solely six months devoted to the intense study of Mandarin 

Chinese, Father Gazpio was sent as a missionary in the company of 

Father Maráiano Alegría, his classmate in Monteagudo, San Millán 

and Marcilla, to the mission of Cheng Li Ku. He hardly knew how 

express himself in Chinese. He said he was ashamed to speak the 

language before the Christians when they arrived at the mission 

chapel. So he took refuge in prayer and sought the help of the Lord.  

His first missionary sally was to the small town of Yang Pu-Low 

where he celebrated his first Christmas in China in a most dismal 

 Augustinian Recollect House of Procuration at Shanghai, China, 
canonically established in 1911 by OAR Vicar General Enrique Pérez. 
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manner. He made a trip to that mission with a Chinese man who 

accompanied him in a small cart loaded with the few things he 

brought with him. His Christmas dinner consisted of a hot soup and 

little vegetables served to him at five-thirty in the afternoon. And that 

was all.  

Father Gazpio withdrew to his small room and prayed the Divine 

Office while the faithful prayed the early evening prayers. Later he 

joined them and heard the confessions of almost thirty penitents. He 

was assisted by two or three people in preparing the chapel and the 

altar for the Mass. He then rested for a little over an hour. Before 

midnight he got ready for the Nativity Mass, as he was wont to do. 

 

 Women and young girls in the mission of Shangqiu in 1925. 

In this mission chapel, the Christmas celebration was in the 

midst of greatest poverty, bereft of carols, bereft of tambourines, 

bereft of flowers and lights on the altar, yet Christ’s ordained minister 

together with the small Christian community commemorated the 

same ineffable Christmas mystery as it was celebrated in grandiose 

cathedrals and elsewhere. And in this side of the world, they likewise 

celebrated it equally with great devotion, with great joy.  
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Afterwards, the Servant of God made another missionary sally, 

his second, to a much smaller community. Although there were 

available trains travelling between large cities, the people in the area 

usually had to make their trips on foot or in ox-drawn wagons or 

donkey-drawn carts. Thus Father Gazpio travelled in Shangqui, 

carrying everything he had, although there was not much to carry at 

all. The Recollect missionaries had to start from the scratch. Despite 

everything, despite countless struggles, obstacles and challenges, he 

was greatly successful in his evangelization tasks.  

The adverse plight of wars and horrible famine was coupled with 

the presence of armed bandits and attackers who robbed travelers and 

residents no end. It was for this reason why the territory assigned to 

us was least evangelized. There had never been a missionary with 

fixed residence in the area in previous years. The PIME missionaries 

made their missionary sallies in the territory, doing whatever they 

could. During the Recollect period, on the other hand, the spiritual 

conditions of Christians improved. There were enough missionaries 

who had fixed their permanent residence in mission stations.  

Missionary in Yucheng 

After four years in Cheng Li Ku, the Servant of God was 

transferred to the mission of Yucheng where he resided in 1928-1934. 

Yucheng was already a big city with about ten thousand inhabitants, 

all of them non-Christians. In the mission, however, there was only 

one Christian and he was eighty-years old and deaf as a post. To make 

matters worse, he could not be understood at all. In the end, the aged 

man was able to provide the young Father Gazpio with some 

accommodation.  

The Recollect missionary later looked for a decent lodging where 

he could live and celebrate the Mass. Such was the lowly beginning of 

Yucheng mission. It started completely from nothing. In this plight of 

total paganism he was convinced that only God could attract the 

minds and hearts of non-believers. And he devoted himself to prayer.  
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At the outset, Father Gazpio set up a prayer group with his 

assistants and the few Christians who approached him. He adopted as 

a motto: prayer and preaching. Foremost was his prayer that God 

might move the hearts of the people and then to preach to them. He 

devoted himself assiduously to the two objectives. He achieved not 

long after a complete success. In a month’s time or so, representatives 

of the people visited him and told him that they would offer him the 

pagoda which was no longer of use to them. Additionally, everyone 

became a catechumen. The pagoda was a house, well-built, made of 

brick, with a good roof. As usual, Father Gazpio acted with prudence 

and consulted his superiors on the matter. He was really glad that the 

people providentially became catechumens at the start.  

 

Men and children with two missionaries in the Catholic mission 
in Shangqiu in 1925. 

Prodigious cures at the mission chapel 

At the chapel opened in Yucheng, an atmosphere of piety and 

holiness at once reigned. And prodigious healings took place as well. 

Ill people entered the chapel and, surprisingly, they were healed 

merely by making the sign of the Cross with holy water. Father 

Gazpio himself narrated stories of such cures but, indubitably, he 

never attributed the miraculous healings to himself. He reported these 

prodigious cures that happened in his chapel in letters to Father 
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Mariano Alegría who was then editor of Todos Misioneros [All 

Missionaries] magazine.  

Father Gazpio wrote about several cases, like that of a certain 

Magdalena who was possessed by the devil. This hapless woman had 

not eaten anything and was on the throes of death, but by making the 

sign of the Cross, she was instantaneously and completely healed.  

There was another woman who was cured of sores on her face, 

neck and chest. And two infants at the point of death were likewise 

cured. The mother could not feed them with her milk she could not 

produce and the parents were desperate. And there and then, at the 

lowly chapel the mother began giving milk and one infant who was 

dying was cured right there after making the sign of the Cross with 

holy water on them.  

Father Gazpio as thaumaturge 

Our missionaries often narrated the thaumaturgic power of 

Father Mariano, the mysterious lever by which he obtained cures and 

pulled out the community out of very serious problems. Father Jesús 

Solabre (1915-1992) disclosed the power of his confrere Father 

Mariano to perform miracles. This Recollect missionary from Los 

Arcos, Navarra once held the post of vice procurator in Shanghai.  

Father Solabre narrated about the period when the whole 

mission territory suffered from a protracted drought. It prevailed on 

the land for quite some time until the waterless situation became very 

desperate. Bishop Javier Ochoa, Apostolic Vicar of Shangqiu, had 

recourse to Father Gazpio. The prelate told the Servant of God:  

“Gazpio, go to the chapel and ask the Lord to give us rain and do 

not go out of it until the rain falls.”  

Hours passed and Father Gazpio prayed and prayed and prayed 

until finally the rains fell. And it was a heavy downpour. This 

particular narrative was related by Father Solabre himself. Other 

missionaries, companions of Father Gazpio in the mission, also 

narrated similar stories of his thaumaturgic power. 
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Missionary at Chutzi, director of the school of catechists 

Afterward, he was assigned to Chutzi [now Shangqiu-She], a 

town very near the capital of Shangqiu, from 1934 to 1941. In that 

mission, Father Gazpio was appointed director of the school of 

catechists. The missionaries were only a handful in that immense 

jurisdiction, hence the Recollects realized the essential need for 

catechists and in 1929 they set up a school to train them. From the 

start he devoted himself to train very good catechists. In three to four 

years with his dedication and zeal, Father Gazpio trained catechists 

who later proclaimed the Good News in their mission jurisdiction.  

During this time5 the Servant of God made a trip to Rome. He 

accompanied two students Gregorio Li (1917-1989) and Lucas Yuo 

(1917-1968) whom he left at the residence in Via Sistina. The young 

Chinese friars were to study philosophy and theology in Roman 

universities.  

                                                           
5The year referred to is 1936 since the first missionary expedition 

arrived in China in March 1924. The fratricidal Spanish Civil War had 

erupted with the military uprising in mid-July 1936. 

In Shangqiu with a total land area of over 8,000 sq. kms. and its 
dearth of missionaries, the role of catechists could not be 
undermined. In 1933, the Recollects set up a school of catechists 
tasked to assist them in proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. 
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The open-air Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on Easter Sunday is celebrated 

in Shangqiu by Msgr. Francisco Javier Ochoa, OAR. Photos such as this 
saw print in the Bulletin of the Province of Saint Nicholas in 1924-1925. 

Father Gazpio took the opportunity to return to the land of his 

birth after an absence of fifteen years—three in the Philippines and 

twelve in China. His father and a sibling had already passed away. The 

thirty-six-year-old missionary retraced his steps to Puente la Reina to 

visit his mother and the surviving siblings. It was a bizarre trip by 

train because at that time the Spanish-French border at Irún 

(Guipúzcoa) was closed on account of the raging Spanish Civil War. 

He crossed the border from Lourdes (France) and entered Spain 

through Dantzarinea in Navarra. After vising his mother, sisters and 

confreres, he proceeded to visit other houses in northern Spain. 

Cantamisa of the first Chinese Recollect priest in history  

Father Gazpio returned soon after to the mission in Chutzi. We 

have some interesting data, an emotional episode. A seminary had 

been opened for native vocations in the mission in 1929. Then came 

students who made the religious profession of the vows and 

eventually the first solemn profession and the ordination to the sacred 

priesthood in the end. 
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The native priest was Jose Shan (1905-1975).6 On 1 January 1939, 

the prior provincial Father Ricardo Jarauta (1893-1980), a native of 

Monteagudo, and his provincial secretary Father Martín Legarra 

(1910-1985), who came from Manila in November 1938 for the 

canonical visit, were present at Father Shan’s cantamisa. Father 

                                                           
6Father Jose Shan Sie was first Chinese Recollect priest in history.  The 

Recollect Bishop Arturo Quintanilla (1904-1970) in 1952 named him 

vicar general of Shangqiu after the expulsion of the missionaries from 

China. In 1955, Shan was condemned by a popular court, accused of being 

a counterrevolutionary and incarcerated for many years. He perished 

from hunger and illness in 1965 in the wake of release from prison on 

account of his greatly deteriorated health. See José Javier PIPAÓN, The  
Recollect Missionary Works in China and Taiwan, in Missions: Sharing 
the Faith…Building Lives  (Quezon City 2008) 323. In the Status 
Generalis OAR 2010 catalog (p. 218), the year of death was 1975.   

 Augustinian Recollect community of Spanish missionaries and Chinese 
formands at Shangqiu, Henan, China in 1934. [Seated extreme right] Apostolic 
Prefect Francisco Javier Ochoa is shown in this photo with [seated center] 
Father Leoncio Reta, prior provincial (1934-1938) of the Province of Saint 
Nicholas of Tolentino, who conducted his canonical visit with the provincial 
secretary Father Isidro Beasiáin. Among the confreres was [second row, second 
from left] the Servant of God Father Mariano Gazpio.     
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Legarra, who later became rector of the future University of San Jose-

Recoletos in Cebu City and then Bishop of the Diocese of Bocas del 

Toro in Panamá, witnessed the cantamisa and recounted the moving 

experience in the third volume of his book De mi acontecer misionero 

[About My Missionary Event]. He wrote that when it was time for the 

sermon of Father Gazpio he approached the communion rail, crossed 

his arms as he was wont to do and intently listened to Father Gazpio 

who preached during the cantamisa.  

 
Present-day [left] central residence, [middle] cathedral church of 

Shangqiu, Henan, inaugurated by Apostolic Prefect Francisco Javier 
Ochoa, OAR, in 1931, and [right] old seminary building. 

And, as the sermon was in Mandarin Chinese, Father Legarra 

understood not a single word of it. But, while contemplating the 

expression and radiance of Father Gazpio’s face, he could not control 

himself but weep and weep during the entire sermon.  

     At the end of the liturgy, Father Legarra inquired about what he 

preached. He was told that Father Gazpio began his homily by giving 

profuse thanks to God for at long last they were able to see a native 

son able to reach the altar to celebrate his first Mass. They said that a 

seminary had been founded earlier and at long last a native son had 

been ordained as priest and had celebrated the cantamisa.  
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Important positions in Shangqiu 

In Shangqiu later on, he was appointed to important positions of 

responsibility. He was the vicar general of the diocese. It was a 

significant task because Bishop Ochoa on account of his character, his 

personality or due to the needs of the diocese, had to be absent from 

the episcopal see periodically. Hence, the heavy burden of 

responsibility had to be borne by Father Gazpio. Furthermore, he was 

the religious superior in Shangqiu. 

 

 

 

 

 

Augustinian Recollect Missionaries in China in 1925 with 
[standing far right] Father Mariano Gazpio. 

I have some new data I wish to share with you. When Shangqiu 

was elevated from apostolic prefecture to apostolic vicariate, the 

Order was asked to present three candidates to compose the terna. 
Only one would be chosen as the first apostolic vicar of Shangqiu. In 

the terna were Javier Ochoa, Esteban Peña7 and Mariano Gazpio. The 

                                                           
7The catalogues of Sádaba and Avellaneda do not have Esteban Peña. 

The lecturer could have committed a blunder. We have Joaquín Peña 

(1903-1983) and Lorenzo Peña (1899-1975), long-time missionaries in 

China. After six years in Yucheng, in September 1933, Joaquín was at the 

helm of the seminary where he taught Latin and philosophy. Lorenzo was 

missionary in Cheng Li Ku and Palichoang. See Francisco SÁDABA, 

Catálogo de los religiosos agustinos recoletos de la Provincia de San 
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presentation of Father Gazpio was really wonderful: he was depicted 

as person—mature, responsible, devoted, excellent missionary. The 

official list of candidates was presented to the Holy See by the 

Recollect procurator in Rome, Father Pedro de la Dedicación.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Augustinian Recollect Convent of Monteagudo, Navarra, 
founded in 1828, was for many decades the cradle of missionaries to 
China, Marianas Islands, the Philippines, South and Central America. 
Here the Servant of God studied philosophy, professed the simple vows 
in 1915 and in 1952-1964 served as local prior or master of novices. 

In 1947, when Bishop Javier Ochoa tendered his resignation 

because he was exhausted and weary of the hardships, wars, 

revolutions. He recommended the good Father Gazpio as successor. 

Surely, some confreres would not give him the vote, Bishop Ochoa 

commented, but by electing him bishop, nobody would be wrong. He 

was presented as a saint by Bishop Ochoa who further declared that 

holiness often annoyed one who was not.  

The Communists take over Shangqiu 

The Communists occupied the Augustinian Recollect missions 

and the central house in 1950, expelling the missionaries from them. 

The expelled missionaries had barely enough to live with. In the end 

the Communist rule made life impossible for the evangelizers, and all 

                                                                                                                            
Nicolás de Tolentino desde el año 1606, en que llegó la primera misión 
hasta nuestros días. Madrid 1906; AVELLANEDA, 173; 175.    
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the Spanish missionaries were forced to leave Shangqiu and Shanghai 

and proceed to the British territory of Hong Kong. The Chinese 

Recollects were either incarcerated or sent to labor camps. 

 

  

General canonical visit to the Augustinian Recollects of Colegio de 
Santo Tomás-Recoletos and San Carlos Borromeo Parish, San Carlos, 
Negros Occidental, in 1952. [Seated, left to right] Pío Santillana, 
Visitation Secretary Mariano Gazpio, Visitor General Victorino Capánaga, 
Pedro Peña, Inocencio Peña. [Standing, left to right] Francisco 
Monasterio, Antonio Ausejo, Cipriano Zubiri, Bernardino Fabregat.8 

In Monteagudo as master of novices and local prior  

Father Mariano Gazpio was appointed not long after master of 

novices in Monteagudo in 1952-1955 and 1958-1964. In Monteagudo 

he was known as the “bearded friar” for his flowing beard. It was not a 

                                                           
8In a personal interview the editor had with Father Blas Montenegro 

in 2008 at San Sebastian Convent, Manila, the 82-year-old Recollect 

easily recognized Father Gazpio calling him el Santo [the Saint] and 

further indicated the occasion of canonical general visitation. General 

Councilor Father Capánaga was appointed by Father Prior General 

Eugenio Ayape (1907-2000) as visitor general of the houses and religious 

of the Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino in the Far East. To fulfil his 

mission, he left Rome by plane on 15 January 1952. Cf. Noticiario. De 
rebus fratrum, in Boletín de la Provincia de San Nicolás de Tolentino de 
las Islas Filipinas [BPSN] 42 (1952) 16-22.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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beard of “sedition” but rather of obedience to the superior general’s 

orders. He was ordered to grow and wear the beard in order to bear 

witness to his mission in China. He wore the beard for roughly three 

years [in Spain], until 1955 or 1956. But later on, as one witness 

commented lightly, even superiors general changed their mind. So the 

superior general suggested to him and to other former missionaries to 

shave their beards. And Father Mariano shaved his beard right away. 

In Monteagudo, he was the master of novices, considered by most 

Recollects as a model, a prototype. A witness at the beatification 

tribunal remarked that after Father Gazpio there has not been an 

authentic master of novices. He served the community as master of 

novices for nine years and its local prior for three years (1955-1958). 

A much sought-after confessor in Marcilla 

At the end of his Monteagudo period (1952-1964), he was a 

conventual friar in Marcilla for the next twenty-five years. He was 

vice prior for the first six years, who was put in charge of the 

formation of the religious brothers. He performed very simple tasks. 

This was very well attested to during the diocesan documentation 

process at Marcilla  by  sixty witnesses who  provided  information  on 

the life, virtues and personality of Father Gazpio in 2000-2004.  

What were his assignments here in Marcilla? Well, he was a 

well-loved confessor and spiritual director. He was a much sought-

after confessor as he was amiable, understanding, endowed with 

upright criteria, giving penitents sincere encouragement. Witnesses 

affirmed that he welcomed everyone with kindness anytime. He 

always left the door of his room open to whoever wished to be 

reconciled with God.  

The witnesses further declared that he always entreated the Lord 

to infuse the Holy Spirit upon the penitent. He asked the Holy Spirit 

to transform him, to grant him the religious spirit, the priestly spirit. 

At the end, he bade the penitent farewell saying: “Keep it up. Keep it 

up. Move on.” He was much in demand as a confessor and spiritual 

adviser in Marcilla as well as in Monteagudo.   
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A friar who performed menial tasks 

The Servant of God performed various simple and humble tasks 

like being in charge of the military primers to be updated which he 

did with such perfection that the chief of the office of recruitments 

frequently congratulated the whole community for Father Gazpio 

who performed his task with precision, in a clear and meticulous 

manner. He did other menial jobs like sweeping the corridors, affixing 

postage stamps, etc.  

Father Gazpio likewise assisted the house procurator in matters 

related to accounting and auditing with scrupulous precision. A house 

procurator once presented to him a statement of accounts for auditing. 

Father Gazpio soon after informed him of an error. What was the 

error about? Just a mistake of one single cent. It was a minimal thing 

but he was a perfectionist in all things. However, he was always 

discreet.  

 

  The Augustinian Recollect Convent in Marcilla, Navarra, 
founded in 1866, where the Servant of God Mariano Gazpio 
studied his theology, professed his solemn vows in 1920 and in 
1964-1989 lived an exemplary, humble and holy life of a friar in 
the religious community until his demise. 
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Father Gazpio’s personality traits 

I would like to speak as well about his personality, the traits of 

his personality. This is something fundamental. How was Father 

Gazpio? Physically, he was tan, a bit stout young boy, according to the 

witness Daniela Armendáriz. He grew up to be a young man endowed 

with good appearance, with white and a bit rosy skin. He was frugal, 

clean and tidy man. His demeanor was calm, which infused peace and 

tranquility to all.  He had a strong temper but perfectly restrained by 

virtue, by the exercise of patience.  

A man who fully lived the evangelical counsels 

Father Gazpio was an exemplary religious with respect to the 

practice of the vows of poverty, obedience and chastity. His whole 

person proclaimed the vow of chastity: the modesty in his looks, in his 

composure, the continuous self-dominion, the ascetic life cultivated 

with knowledge. All this showed that he perfectly lived the vow of 

chastity. 

The same thing can be said of his vow of poverty. His figure, his 

way of life, the ambiance that surrounded him, his room indicated 

that he was a really poor friar with some limits of pulchritude and 

balance in everything. With respect to his apparel, several witnesses 

declared that he did his best to the maximum: he sewed his torn 

clothes and mended his socks, his pants. One witness viewed him in 

his room sewing his own pants: “When I viewed the scene, it made 

me chuckle a bit as I looked at how he was mending those pants. They 

were probably forty years old.”  

A man of God, a man of intense prayer, a contemplative  

Above all, he was a man of God, a man in love with God, a man 

of great faith, great hope and great charity. Unquestionably, this was 

the most remarkable trait of his personality: he constantly lived in the 

presence of God. He was remarkably punctual for the community 

prayers at the oratory. He prepared himself for the Mass much in 

advance as well as for the prayers. After Mass he prolonged his time 
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for prayer in order to give thanks to the Lord. At any moment of the 

day or night he was seen at the oratory, at the chapel, deeply 

engrossed in prayer.  

With regard to the celebration of the Mass, according to almost 

all the witnesses, he celebrated with much fervor and concentration. 

A witness, Father José Luis Sáenz (1941-2011), a longtime Church 

History professor in Marcilla and archivist of the historical archives of 

Saint Nicholas Province, said Father Gazpio celebrated the Mass like 

an angel, very concentrated. He likewise preached with the same 

enthusiasm, with fervor, disseminating at all times among his listeners 

a passion for Christ.  

The Servant of God was a man of intense prayer life. He was a 

prayerful man, a contemplative. Such contemplative profile, such 

incessant prayer, such faithfulness to prayer were most remarkable in 

him. In this manner he invited the others to do the same. He invited 

them to pray when one was beset by a personal problem or one in the 

community, to take the problems to prayer because he was 

undoubtedly doing it. Despite his discretion in everything, and in 

prayer as well, once it caught one confrere by surprise to find him 

alone in the silence of the oratory and he was heard to have uttered 

words as testified likewise by other witnesses. In one occasion, Father 

Gazpio was heard saying: “Lord, deliver me from myself.”   

A personification of fraternal charity 

Apart from being a man of God, a prayerful man, a contemplative 

person, he was likewise a community-oriented man, a man of 

fraternal charity. He was a person who appreciated the common life 

very much. He spoke of community life with affection. He would 

perform a thousand menial services for the community, such lowly 

services like packaging books, and he was decidedly an expert in this 
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task.9 He likewise was requested to weigh letter envelops or packages 

and then affix postage stamps on them. This he did with utmost care.  

With respect to life in a community of brothers, there was one 

thing observed by all: he always spoke well of everyone in the 

community and those outside of it. He spoke well of the Chinese, even 

of the Communists who made him suffer so much. He never spoke ill 

of the bandits, not even of Mao Zedong. One witness said a fellow 

novice was heard to have said: “May Mao be stricken with diarrhea 

and the Lord take him away.”  Father Gazpio said: “What did you say? 

No, no, no way. Mao is a respectable person. We need to pray for 

him.”  Thus there was this respect for community members as well as 

for visitors. He felt glad when a friar visited the community in 

Marcilla. And because had a good memory, he always remembered his 

name, his surname, the office he discharged, his birthday. He 

remembered very well the birthdays of the members of the 

community. One witness declared that his birthday was the 2nd day of 

August, and there were few friars in Marcilla as it was summer 

vacation period and nobody even remembered it by wishing him well. 

The day was about to come to an end. And Father Mariano 

approached him and greeted him: “Hey, little brother, today is your 

birthday. Many happy returns of the day!”  He did not forget it, being 

gifted with a great memory. These details made life pleasurable for the 

community of brothers and for visitors.   

His fame of sanctity 

Now on the fame of sanctity of Father Mariano Gazpio y Ezcurra, 

there were countless testimonies during his lifetime and after his 

death. I wish to recall here a friar who customarily did not speak well 

of others. However, when the head of the diocesan tribunal, Father 

Julio Gorricho who is here with us asked him: “Do you believe that 

                                                           
9Father Gazpio customarily assisted newly-ordained Filipino priests in 

packaging theology textbooks and class-notes used in Marcilla to be 

mailed to Manila and used in their pastoral ministry in the Philippines.  
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Father Mariano Gazpio had committed faults against the virtues of 

faith, hope and charity?”  

“Absolutely not!” the friar firmly replied. “Those questions need 

not be asked. For a friar like Father Mariano, those queries are 

absolutely unthinkable. They are irrelevant.”  

And the declarant added forthwith: “If I were pope, I would 

canonize him tomorrow!”   

A little later, after 

some moments of 

reflection, the same 

confrere stressed: “If I 

were pope, I would 

canonize him right now!”  

Indeed, there were 

many other identical 

declarations at the 

beatification tribunal.  

In the community of 

Marcilla where Father 

Mariano was known well, 

we revered him as a saint. 

There was a session where 

one of the witnesses was 

not so sympathetic to the 

cause of his canonization, 

not because he did not acknowledge his heroic virtue but simply 

because Father Gazpio’s temperament did not completely please him. 

Even so, this particular witness later became one of the best co-

workers of the cause, who enthusiastically gathered objects which 

belonged to Father Gazpio in his lifetime. Some of those objects are 

now displayed in the exhibits at the hallway.  

Conclusion 

A man of intense prayer, a humble 
priest who served his confreres in the 
community, a valid model for an authentic 
religious life, a true model for all friars 
today and those generations to come. 
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To conclude: I do believe Father Mariano Gazpio is an authentic 

model for friars today and those of the coming generations. Very little 

have I said here, but in the future you can hopefully read what would 

be extensively written about him. Without any trace of a doubt, 

Father Mariano Gazpio is a valid model for an authentic religious life. 

This only I add: he was a blessing to his religious community of 

Marcilla, to the entire Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino, to our 

entire Order of Augustinian Recollects. Truly, the Servant of God was 

a blessing to the whole Church. And I am sure from Heaven he shall 

continue to be a blessing and from there he shall intercede for us all.           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the twilight years of his life at Marcilla, Navarra, the 
octogenarian Father Mariano Gazpio continued to cultivate 
the vegetable farm and tend to the orchard of the friary, thus 
faithfully serving the needs of the religious community of 
brothers up to the very end. 
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2 
 

 The Cause of Canonization of Mariano Gazpio, OAR10 

 

Translated from the Spanish and edited by 

Emmanuel Luis A. Romanillos 

 

 

The third of four siblings, Mariano 

Gazpio y Ezcurra was born at Puente la 

Reina, Navarra, Spain, on 18 December 

1899. That same day, his parents Dionisio 

and Severina hastened to the parish church 

to have him baptized.  He was a little over 

two years of age when, on 6 January 1902, 

Archbishop José López de Mendoza of 

Pamplona administered to him the 

Sacrament of Confirmation.  

Early education 

Most probably, he began his 

elementary studies at a grade school in 

Puente la Reina managed by the 

Augustinian Recollects who established their community there on 17 

December 1899 and began preaching God’s Word and doing their 

ministerial apostolate at the Chapel of Nuestra Señora de la Soledad. 

He studied the humanities and Latin at the minor seminary of San 

                                                           
10This brief biography was downloaded in October 2008 from the 

website of the general curia of the Order of Augustinian Recollects:  
www.agustinosrecoletos.com/estaticos/view/132-causes-of-saints.  

Two phases of his life: 
active parish curate, 
missionary (1922-1952); 
contemplative friar in a 
religious community 
(1952-1989) 
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Millán de la Cogolla in the province of La Rioja and met there his 

future fellow missionaries in China.   

After a full year of novitiate at the Augustinian Recollect convent 

in Monteagudo, Navarra, he professed the monastic vows on 23 

December 1915 at the conventual church of Our Lady of the Way. A 

Marian devotee, he took the religious appellation of Fray Mariano 

Gazpio de la Purísima Concepción. At Monteagudo, he continued his 

philosophy and later at San Millán de la Cogolla. Thereafter, he 

underwent his theological formation of three years at the theology 

school and convent of Marcilla, Navarra. He left for Manila in 

September 1921 for his final year of theology. At age 23, he was 

ordained as priest by the American Archbishop Michael J. O'Doherty 

(1874-1949) of Manila on 23 December 1922. 

Pastoral ministry  

The young Fray Mariano arrived in the Philippines in 1921 and 

lived at their now-defunct Convent of San Nicolás in Intramuros, 

Manila, to finish his last year of theological formation. After 

ordination, he celebrated his cantamisa on 25 December 1922 at the 

parish church of San Pedro Apóstol in Cavite Puerto which was 

thereafter his first field of ministerial apostolate.11 In the Parish of 

Cavite Puerto-San Roque, he spent his first pastoral ministry of a year 

and three months. Here he must have relived his own mother’s 

devotion to Nuestra Señora de la Soledad revered as patroness of 

Cavite and recalled how he diligently served the Marian chapel at 

                                                           
11According to Avellaneda, Father Gazpio was in the Parish of Cavite 

Puerto-San Roque, Cavite City, in 1923-1924. Lizarraga, however, in his 

29 March 2014 talk in Marcilla said the Servant of God celebrated his 

cantamisa in Cavite Puerto on 25 December 1922, two days after his 

ordination to the holy priesthood in Manila. Cf. AVELLANEDA, 174.  

Cavite Puerto parish was handed over to the Recollects on 13 January 

1871 with Father Casto Nájera (1846-1876) as parish priest, cf. Licinio 

RUIZ, Sinopsis histórica de la Provincia de San Nicolás de Tolentino de las 
Islas Filipinas II (Manila 1925) 251; SÁDABA, 534.      
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Puente la Reina as a young altar boy before he entered the high school 

seminary of San Millán de la Cogolla.  

On 11 March 1924, Father Gazpio left Manila for China together 

with the pioneer group of Recollect missionary confreres from 

Navarra and reached Shanghai three days later. On 4 April, the 

missionary expedition arrived at Chutzi.   

The superiors sent Father Gazpio to evangelization tasks in 

various mission posts, including Cheng Li Ku, Yucheng, Chutzi and 

the capital city of Kweiteh [now known as Shangqiu]. During his 

twenty-eight years of missionary work in China, he exercised the 

following posts with responsibility: superior of the missions, religious 

superior, vicar delegate and vicar general of the Diocese of Shangqiu. 

 

His apostolic zeal, deep piety and love for the poor shone 

brilliantly in the Augustinian Recollect missions of China. Some 

Chinese Catholics still remember Father Gazpio today with 

veneration; they are proud of having been baptized by him. From his 

various assignments, he regularly wrote chronicles of his missionary 

sallies in epistolary form as requested by his religious superiors in 

The seat of the apostolic prefecture, later apostolic vicariate, 
then diocese,  Shangqiu, as viewed from the south gate of the city 
walls. Photo from Boletín de San Nicolás  de Tolentino 1925.  
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Manila and Shangqiu. These brief historical chronicles were published 

in the Bulletin of the Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino and 

Todos Misioneros Magazine. Despite the civil wars and religious 

persecution that wrought havoc on the Diocese of Shangqiu in the 

early 1950s, the Servant of God remained in his mission post even 

amid the grave risks of his life. However, like all the other foreign 

missionaries of China, Father Gazpio was expelled by the Communist 

regime in early 1952.  

In the wake of the foreign missionaries’ expulsion from China by  

Communist rule in 1952, Father Gazpio returned to Spain and in the 

provincial chapter of Saint Nicholas Province held at Monteagudo, 

Navarra in 1952, he was elected master of novices and vice prior of 

the novitiate of Monteagudo. The 1955-1958 triennium saw him as 

prior of the same convent. In subsequent years (1958-1964), Father 

Gazpio was again appointed master of novices.  

In 1964, he was elected vice prior of the Recollect community of 

Marcilla by the provincial chapter. He held this position until 1970 

and thereafter performed tasks his superiors entrusted to him. He 

tilled the orchard and vegetable farm from spring to winter amid the 

cold climate of Navarra.   

He stood out for his charity, spirit of service, poverty and 

humility. He never talked about his accomplishments or anything that 

would end up praising him. He was observant and faithful in the 

performance of his duties, exceedingly gentle and charitable in 

dealing with others. 

Spirituality 

Father Gazpio was widely known for his profound piety and 

contemplation. He was a great devotee of the Holy Eucharist, the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Blessed Mother of God. In addition to 

the time set aside for community prayer, he spent more hours in the 

chapel or in the choir loft in intense personal prayer. His dealing with 

God was ceaseless. He frequently read the Holy Bible so that one 

could surprise him at any moment with the opened book on the table. 
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In his spiritual direction, he frequently had recourse to scriptural 

expressions. 

His exemplary and austere life was always in the heart and mind 

of the confreres who lived in community with him in Monteagudo 

and Marcilla. He was a living example of humility, piety and spirit of 

service. He was always punctual in the daily community acts of 

meditation, Rosary, midday visit to the Blessed Sacrament and 

chanting of the Liturgy of the Hours. Everyone today remembers him 

as a holy religious, and not a few of them put themselves in his 

intercession. 

On 22 September 1989, Father Mariano Gazpio y Ezcurra de la 

Purísima Concepción died of cardiac arrest at the Hospital of Navarra 

in Pamplona. He was laid to rest at the mausoleum of the Augustinian 

Recollect friars in the municipal cemetery of Marcilla.  

Beatification and canonization cause 

On account of Father Gazpio’s fame of sanctity, the opening of 

the canonization process was requested by the archbishop of 

Pamplona, for which the nihil obstat or authorization had been 

obtained from the Holy See on 27 November 1998. On 17 January 

2000, at the Augustinian Recollect convent in Marcilla the opening of 

the diocesan process of documentation on his life, virtues and fame of 

holiness of the Servant of God Father Mariano Gazpio y Ezcurra  took 

place in the presence of Archbishop [now Cardinal] Fernando 

Sebastián of Pamplona-Tudela, Father Julio Gorricho Moreno, judge 

delegate, Father Miguel Elizalde Astiz, promoter of justice, legally 

convoked for the occasion, Father Alejandro Lizarraga Artola, 

actuarial notary, and the Recollect postulator general Father 

Romualdo Rodrigo who was replaced by Father Samson Silloriquez. 

During the next four years (2000-2004) Father Gazpio’s writings 

were gathered, and more than fifty witnesses made declarations 

before the diocesan tribunal. Majority of these witnesses were 

religious who lived with him and bore witness to his holiness.  People 

from Puente la Reina, Marcilla, Milagro and Pamplona of the province 



33 

 

of Navarra made their declarations. Among them we underscore 

Daniela Armendáriz and Luis Senosiáin who contributed significant 

information about the youth and family of the Servant of God. 

Furthermore, written declarations from seven Chinese witnesses—

majority of whom were Augustinian Recollects who had known the 

Servant of God during his missionary years in China (1924-1952)—

were handed over to the tribunal.  

The process of documentation had gathered 950 pages: 404 

belong to previous procedures and to the 58 witnesses’ depositions; 

the other 546 consist of personal documents and writings of Father 

Gazpio. Although he did not write any book, his letters from the 

missions, talks and homilies have been preserved. During all this time, 

Father Julio Gorricho headed the diocesan tribunal. Father José Javier 

Lizarraga was the vice postulator of the cause representing the Order.  

At six in the evening of 20 March 2004, Archbishop Fernando 

Sebastián closed the diocesan phase of the canonization process of 

Father Mariano Gazpio. The rite took place at the conventual church 

of Marcilla. All the documents were later presented to the Vatican 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints on 24 March 2004.  

On 27 January 2006, the Congregation for the Causes of Saints 

granted the Decree of Validity through Protocol No. 2266-3/04, which 

approved the process carried out by the Archdiocese of Pamplona- 

Tudela. The Congregation document stated: “All the witnesses have 

been correctly examined and the documentation has been compiled 

and compared according to what has been established.” 

The next phase is the redaction of the Positio super Virtutibus 
which basically is an in-depth study of the holiness of the Servant of 

God based on the collected testimonies on the fame of sanctity and 

writings. The person in charge of redacting it was the relator general. 
For this task, the Congregation for the Causes of Saints appointed 

Msgr. José Luis Gutiérrez and Father Romualdo Rodrigo as assistant. 
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Timeline of the Servant of God Mariano Gazpio 
 

by Emmanuel Luis A. Romanillos 

 

 

 

1899, December 18 Birth at Puente la Reina, Navarra, Spain 

   Baptism at the parish church  

1902, January 6  Archbishop José López de Mendoza of Pamplona 

administers the Sacrament of Confirmation to him  

1910   Study of Latin and the humanities at San Millán de la 

Cogolla, La Rioja 

1911  Establishment of the Recollect Procuration House at 

Shanghai, China 

1914, December 22 Novitiate at the convent of Monteagudo, Navarra  

EVENTS IN HIS LIFE IN RETROSPECT 

Birth at Puente la Reina, Navarra, Spain (18 Dec. 1899) 

Study of Latin and the Humanities in San Millán de la 

Cogolla, La Rioja (1920-1924) 

Religious Profession in Monteagudo, Navarra (23 Dec. 1915)  

Philosophy and Theology in Monteagudo, Marcilla 

(Navarra) and San Millán de la Cogolla (1915-1921) 

Theology Student in Intramuros, Manila (1921-1922) 

Priestly ordination in Manila (23 December 1922) 

Curate in Cavite Puerto-San Roque, Cavite City (1922-1924) 

Missionary in Shangqiu, Henan, China (1924-1952) 

Prior or Master of Novices in Monteagudo (1952-1964) 

Conventual in Marcilla (1964-1989) 

Death at Pamplona, Navarra (22 September 1989) 
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1915, December 23 Profession of simple vows as Augustinian Recollect 

1915-1916  Study of philosophy, physics and chemistry at 

Monteagudo  

1916, September 20 He studied 2nd and 3rd year of philosophy, 

mathematics and natural history at the convent of 

San Millán de la Cogolla 

1918, September 21 Study of three Domatic Theology courses, two Moral 

Theology courses and History of the Church at the 

convent of Marcilla 

1920, December 2 Profession of the solemn vows in Marcilla 

1921, September 16 Departure from Barcelona for the Philippines   

1921, December 21  Ordination to the diaconate in Manila 

Theological formation (Canon Law and Sacred 

Scriptures) at San Nicolás Convent in Intramuros  

1922, December 23 Ordination to the sacred priesthood by Archbishop 

Michael J. O’Doherty of Manila 

1922, December 25 Cantamisa at the parish church of San Pedro Apóstol 

in Cavite Puerto  

1922-1924  Curate of the parish of Cavite Puerto-San Roque 

1923, November 15 The Holy See gives the Order of Augustinian 

Recollects the Kweiteh mission [Shangqiu] in China  

1924, March 11  Departure of the first five Recollect missionaries for 

China, led by Provincial Councilor Francisco Sádaba 

who returned shortly after to Manila 

1924, March 20 Arrival at Shanghai 

1924, April 4  Arrival at Chutzi in Shangqiu with a land area of 

eight thousand square kilometers and a population of 

2.5 million, of whom about 400-500 are Catholics.  

1924-1928  Missionary at the new mission of Cheng Li Ku  

1925, June 7   Inauguration of the Central Residence at Shangqiu 

1927, April   Missionary at Shanghai 

1928, June 19  Shangqiu erected as apostolic prefecture 

1928, October  Missionary at the new mission of Yucheng    

1929, January 8  Msgr. Francisco Javier Ochoa (1889-1976) named 

Apostolic Prefect of Shangqiu 
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1929 Inauguration of the Recollect seminary at Shangqiu 

1931, February 1  Inauguration of the Augustinian Recollect church at 

Shangqiu, later cathedral church 

1933, January 30  Inauguration of the school of catechists  

1934, August 7  Ad interim vicar general of Shangqiu 

1934-1941  Missionary at the catechetical school of Chutzi  

1936  Trip to Rome to accompany two Chinese seminarians 

Gregorio Li (1917-1980) and Lucas Yuo (1917-1968) 

to study philosophy and theology 

 He proceeds to Spain to visit his mother and sisters 

and other Recollect communities in the north 

1937, May 18 Shangqiu elevated to Apostolic Vicariate

 Candidates Javier Ochoa, Mariano Gazpio and Father 

Peña presented as apostolic vicar of  Shangqiu 

1939, January 1  Priestly ordination of first Chinese Recollect in 

history, Jose Shan (1905-1965) 

1941, October 5 Vicar general of Shangqiu 

1946, April 11  Shangqiu becomes a diocese; superior of the mission  

1948  Recommended as bishop by Bishop Javier Ochoa 

who resigned on 11 December 1947 

1949, November 10 Arturo Quintanilla (1904-1970) is named bishop of 

Shangqiu 

1952, January     Expulsion from China and sojourn at the Dominican 

residence in Hong Kong 

Expulsion from China of Bishop Arturo Quintanillla, 

Father Lorenzo Peña (1899-1975) and Father 

Francisco Sanz (1910-1986) are expelled last. Nine 

Chinese Recollects stay behind. Catholic population 

of Shangqiu: 12,000.  

1952, January  Visitation secretary of Father Victorino Capánaga, 

visitor general who conducts the canonical visitation 

in the name of Prior General Father Eugenio Ayape 

to Augustinian Recollect houses and religious  of the 

Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino  in Asia 

1952-1955, 1958-1964 Master of novices of Monteagudo  

1955 or 1956  He shaves his beard as ordered by his superior 
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1955-1958  Local prior of Monteagudo 

1964-1970  Vice prior, in-charge of the formation of religious 

brothers in Marcilla 

1964-1989  Spiritual director, confessor in Marcilla; he does 

menial jobs like packaging books, affixing stamps on 

letters, sweeping hallways, tilling the vegetable farm, 

tending to the orchard, etc.  

1967  He accidentally sets fire to a young fig tree while 

burning dried leaves and broken twigs at the orchard; 

as replacement, he plants twelve fig trees which 

produce exquisite figs and preserves till today 

1989,  September 22 He returns to his Father in Heaven at the Hospital of 

Navarra, Pamplona, due to cardiac arrest, barely 

three months short of his 90th birthday.  

Interment at the Recollect mausoleum of Marcilla 

1992  OAR General Chapter in Bogotá urges the 

canonization process of holy Augustinian Recollects 

1993, February 10 OAR General Council mandates all biographical and 

historical data letters and writings gathered  

2000, January 17 Diocesan process opens at Marcilla 

2004, March 20  Archbishop [now Cardinal] Fernando Sebastián of 

Pamplona-Tudela closes the diocesan process  

2004, March 24 Documents of 950 pages of depositions by 58 

witnesses and Father Gazpio’s writings are sent to the 

Sacred Congregation for the Causes of Saints 

2006, January 27 Sacred Congregation for the Causes of Saints grants 

the decree of validity on the diocesan process 

2014, March 28 His remains are exhumed and officially recognized   

2014, March 29  Interment at the Conventual Church of Nuestra 

Señora la Blanca in the presence of Archbishop 

Francisco Pérez of Pamplona-Tudela, Recollect 

Bishop Eusebio Hernández of Tarazona, over fifty 

confreres including Benito Suen and Melecio Ho, last 

two survivors of Shangqiu mission. 
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Chronicle from China:  

Christmas 1924 at Yang Pu-Low12 

 

by Mariano Gazpio, OAR 

 

Translated from the Spanish and edited by 

by Emmanuel Luis A. Romanillos 

 

 

In this place where missionaries are so few and Christians so 

dispersed, it is common custom among these people to go to the 

residence of the missionary priest during the important feasts of the 

year, Easter, the principal patron of the mission and the Assumption 

of the Most Holy Virgin, in order to make those feasts solemn and 

greet the priest. During the year, generally the missionary can visit 

places where there are Christians once, twice, or at most four times.  

Thanks be to God, the situation in our jurisdiction is not that 

miserable because it is comparatively small, and the Christians are 

very few. However, in order to celebrate the Birth of the Son of God 

in our mission in Cheng Li Ku, some Christians were constrained to 

hike twenty kilometers. This is rather annoying because we could 

easily avoid it if one of the two priests of the residence of Cheng Li Ku 

                                                           
12This first mission chronicle on his Christmas missionary trip to Yang 

Pu-Low had the date line —12 March 1925 Cheng Li Ku—and sent to the 

Boletín de la Provincia de San Nicolás de Tolentino. It was originally 

titled: Crónica de China, in BPSN 16 (1925) 197-201. 
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would go and celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in a town 

eleven and a half kilometers away. We decided to have an anticipated 

celebration of the feast in those places. We informed beforehand the 

Christians of Yang Pu-Low—this is the name of the town. We 

instructed them to give notice to the Christians of adjoining towns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The first five Augustinian Recollect missionaries who departed from 
Manila for  Shanghai, China, on 11 March 1924: [left to right]  Luis Arribas, 
Mariano Alegría, Pedro Zunzarren, Mariano Gazpio and Sabino Elizondo.   

On 24th December, after lunch at the usual time, I went to prepare 

what was needed: sleeping clothes, kitbag filled with what was 

necessary for the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice and a small suitcase. 

When everything was all set, I looked for the assistant and instructed 

him to rent a small cart, and after ten minutes I was on my way. The 

afternoon was calm and the temperature somewhat mild.  I already 

hiked five kilometers from the residence, and although I did not feel 

tired yet and the distance to Yang Pu-Low was not much, I wanted to 

ride in the small cart. I would feel comfortable riding the cart. So I 

ordered the Chinese driver to stop. But I had the misfortune when I 

instructed the Chinese driver to start he laughed as he showed me the 

rope damaged and useless. After it was repaired, he tried once more if 
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the cart and rope could bear all the weight. But what happened earlier 

was repeated. So I had to get down from the cart to the satisfaction of 

the driver. I agreed to continue my journey on foot like before. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon, we arrived at the town where I 

planned to celebrate the Mass the next day. And in about ten minutes, 

the catechist and six Christians of the town, all of them somewhat 

advanced in age, had gone out to welcome me at the outskirts. They 

had been notified earlier that the priest was coming that afternoon,  

After greeting me and asking for Father Mariano Alegría, we went on 

our way. In the meantime, I reviewed the notes in Chinese referring 

to confession. They were conversing with the Chinese assistant who 

was carrying my clothes.  

We reached the walls of the town in no time. The walls were all 

made of loam and in a very ruinous condition. And at that very 

instant, a crowd of young children, upon seeing me, all together as 

one started shouting as they were approaching me: “Shen-fu lae la,” 

the Father has arrived. Some of the older persons greeted me along the 

way while others went ahead to the house that served as chapel to 

greet me there. The greeting consisted of a deep bow and they asked 

me if I had arrived. But they already knew the answer because I was 

right in front of them.  

In this town, the mission owned a small parcel of land with two 

small houses. The bigger one measured three meters high, three 

meters wide and eight meters long and it served as the chapel, school, 

residence of the catechist and room for the visiting priest. All of it was 

made of loam with a roof of reeds. The house had two small windows 

in front, covered with paper to keep the wind and light from coming 

in. The room had a very poor appearance: four black walls with no 

decoration whatsoever. And from a simple look of it, it was obvious 

that since they were constructed the walls had never received any 

coat of paint or whitewash. On the wall near the main altar there was 

only a picture of the glorious Patriarch Saint Joseph. Two huge doors 

were used as wooden platforms. When I saw them I asked those in the 

know if they belonged to the mission and where did they come from. 
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They answered me saying they were doors of the town wall once and 

they were brought to the mission so they could be well kept.  

 
   Prelates and missionaries of Shangqiu and Kaifeng on 22 April 1924: 

[front row, left to right] Provincial Councilor Francisco Sádaba of Saint 
Nicholas Province, Bishop Giuseppe Tacconi, PIME, Mario Cattaneo, PIME; 
[second row] Augustinian Recollects Mariano Alegría, Mariano Gazpio, 
Francisco Javier Ochoa, Pedro Zunzarren and Luis Arribas.  

While I was checking what was inside the room, more Christians 

and catechumens entered the room slowly in order to extend their 

greetings to me. Most of them simply observed what the priest was 

doing and saying. Everyone was telling me that it would be 

convenient for one of the priests in Cheng Li Ku to stay with them 

because the Christians in Yang Pu-Low were greater in number than 

those in our mission residence. This town was composed of seventy 

families. More than forty families were either Christians or 

catechumens. What we used as chapel could not totally accommodate 

all who went inside daily to pray the morning and evening prayers. 

Still, in spite of the innumerable requests they made for the 

construction of a more spacious chapel, I was constrained to tell them 

to wait because for now I did not have a single cent in my pocket.  
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They did not stop entering the room where I was and nobody or 

very few went out either. Since I could not speak to them all the time, 

I got a book of the catechist on the table. I was very pleased to see it 

was the catechism book and since there were very many children 

around me I wanted to know how much they learned about Christian 

doctrine. So I asked one of them a question but I did get any answer 

from him. They soon felt ashamed as they withdrew one by one from 

my side, following slowly the example of other children and even 

older ones. In this way I was less bothered.  

At five-thirty the catechist inquired if I wished to take my dinner 

because it was already prepared. I answered him that he could serve it. 

He then offered me a plate of soup and some vegetables. During 

dinner several Christians showed me the gift of their presence, their 

silent presence if the priest did not say anything.  

At the end of my dinner the catechist informed me that the 

Christians were already waiting to pray the evening prayers. He told 

me further that many wanted to confess. Then I went to another room 

and by the light of the oil lamp I prayed the Divine Office while the 

Christians prayed the evening prayers and got ready for confession. It 

was about seven o’clock when I sat down to hear confessions. Here in 

China we ordinarily improvise a confessional with a bamboo blind, 

but I did not have any of that then, so I got two available chairs. I 

hung my towel on one of the chairs and I sat on another, and that was 

my confessional. I heard the confession of twenty-six men and 

women, and then with the assistance of two or three Christians I had 

the altar ready for the Mass to be celebrated within a few hours.  It 

was already ten-thirty and my body was aching for a little break. So I 

told those who accompanied me that I wished to take a rest and 

instructed them as well to call me at eleven-thirty. Like all good 

Chinese who did not know how to say no, they replied they would 

inform me. But after a short while, I woke up and looked at my watch 

and saw it was already ten before midnight. I got up in an instant and 

called the catechist at once and instructed him to tell the Christians 

that the priest was going to begin the Mass.  
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Contrary to what I experienced in previous years, I heard no 

songs, no Christmas carols, no tambourines during the midnight Mass. 

Nor did I view on the altar a lavish display of lights and flowers as 

they used to deck the main altar in the Philippines and Spain. 

Everything I had in front was extremely poor and simple. 

Nevertheless, in the midst of so much poverty, I felt exceedingly 

happy as I viewed the joy on the faces of those poor Christians around 

me. The chapel could not accommodate all the Christians and 

catechumens. Some followed the Holy Sacrifice at the churchyard.  

After the first Mass, they went home to rest with the intention of 

returning at fifty-thirty to attend the second Mass. I celebrated the 

third Mass at seventy-thirty in the morning and distributed the Bread 

of Angels to over twenty Christians. After the Holy Sacrifice was 

ended, we gave thanks and collected the altar linen. All the Christian 

men approached me and extended their greetings to me one by one. 

They bowed deeply before me and once again asked me if everything 

was fine. They all showed me the need to construct a new and more 

spacious chapel because the present one was very small. At the same 

time they pleaded for one of the priests of Cheng Li Ku to reside with 

them in Yang Pu-Low. Then they inquired about the costs of the cape, 

the habit, the sandals, the cap, the small cushion seats and everything 

they saw. They asked me not once but twenty times. The Christian 

women also came to greet me and asked the men’s petitions.  

At ten I ordered the two carts ready and prepared to return to 

the residence in Cheng Li Ku. The Christians accompanied me up to 

the outskirts of the town, and there I bade them farewell and told 

them I would be back on the Feast of the Three Kings to celebrate 

once more the Holy Sacrifice for them. At half past noon I arrived at 

Cheng Li Ku. Father Mariano Alegría waited for me with the prepared 

lunch and a bowl of sweets that the Christians and catechumens of the 

mission had given him as gift.  
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Chronicle from China: Missionary Sallies  

to Pi-chu-chuan and Si-lion-chuan (1925)13 

 

by Mariano Gazpio, OAR 

 

Translated from the Spanish and edited by 

by Emmanuel Luis A. Romanillos 

 

 

What I am going to tell you now may not be of import but since 

you have been asking from us articles for our dear Bulletin, may these 

lines go there for your tranquility and consolation. May these 

chronicles bring joy as well to all readers when they see that in this 

portion of the Lord’s vineyard, the Augustinian Recollects are starting 

with élan to sow the good seed of the Gospel among unfortunate 

people.   

On the 14th day of March 1925, we implemented the wishes of 

Father Cattaneo14 and what your reverence instructed in your letter. 

In the company of a catechist and two Christians who just arrived 

from Pi-chu-chuan, I rode a cart drawn by two cows and a female 

                                                           
13This letter was written on 15 April 1925 at the residence in Cheng Li 

Ku and published in BPSN 16 (1925) 231-236. It was addressed to Father 

Francisco Javier Ochoa, head of the Augustinian Recollect mission in 

Shangqiu, who asked his confreres to pen chronicles of their missionary 

activities for the Boletín de San Nicolás de Tolentino.  
14Father Mario Cattaneo was an Italian missionary of the Pontifical 

Institute of Foreign Missions. 
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donkey at two o’clock in the afternoon. We headed for Pi-chu-chuan 

ten kilometers away from our Cheng Li Ku residence.   

The weather that afternoon was fine but on account of the strong 

wind our clothes were immediately covered with sand and 

occasionally we could hardly open our eyes. After walking for an 

hour, the wind stopped blowing hard but it did not prevent our 

clothes were from being covered with a lot more dust.  

At a quarter past the hour of four in the afternoon we entered 

the town of Pi-chu-chuan. As you can well imagine, I was an ugly 

sight to behold on account of the amount of dust in my clothes. Yet it 

did not attract the attention of those who viewed me because they 

know it only too well—despite the fact these Chinese are very 

curious—so in occasions like this one they were not surprised at all.  

The catechist met me along the way and he was in the company 

of schoolchildren. After greeting me with a deep vow as it was their 

custom to do, we all went together to the house which served likewise 

as chapel.  The other Christians and catechumens arrived very soon 

after to greet the priest as well.  

The number of Christians of Pi-chu-chuan had gone up to 

eighteen. Most of them were adults who received the regenerating 

waters of baptism six years before. But there is not a single baptized 

woman in town nor are there Christians who go to the chapel for the 

morning and evening prayers. Hence they would continue to be that 

way as long as there is no woman in the pay of the missionary, who is 

put in charge of teaching them the basic prayers. The reason is that 

Chinese men do not take care of teaching their wives about the holy 

Law of God nor could the missionary find men willing to work gratis 

for the love of God and the art. 

A small house, which is the property of a catechumen, is being 

used as mission chapel, school for Christians and catechumens, 

residence of the catechist and temporary shelter of the missionary. It 

is all made of loam with roofing of reeds but bereft of windows of any 

type. It is three meters wide, three and a half meters long and two and  
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a half meters high. And for greater convenience the catechist has 

made the kitchen there too. Indeed, how utterly useful can this hovel 

be! 

In the schoolhouse I did not find anything but a decrepit table 

and chair. When I observed there were no books of any kind, I asked 

them how they could manage to study their prayers. One of the 

Christians replied by bringing a very old and worn-out book. He said 

the book belonged to the catechist and the students used it 

customarily to learn the prayers. 

At five in the afternoon, the catechist’s sister turned up and 

requested me to hear her confession as soon as possible because she 

had to travel to another town three and a half kilometers away from 

Pi-chu-chuan. At once I got ready to hear her confession. Her 

example was imitated by majority of the Christians who thereupon 

approached the sacred pool one by one to wash their souls clean. 

 

    Augustinian Recollect missionaries led by [extreme left] Bishop 
Francisco Javier Ochoa distributed clothes among young  
parishioners of the Apostolic Prefecture of Shangqiu.  Behind the 
Recollect prelate stands the Servant of God Mariano Gazpio at 
the upper left corner. 
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When I finished hearing confessions, the Christians and 

catechumens assembled at the chapel for the evening prayers. Then 

they served me with dinner and while I was giving the needed relief 

to my body, they honored me with their presence. I then went on to 

write some notes, and the Chinese people like those around me who 

wrote their very complicated characters in a most peaceful and 

tranquil manner never ceased to be amazed at the way I was writing 

so fast.  

None of those present knew our way of writing. But it was not 

for that reason that they got tired of watching again what I wrote and 

observing me all the time. There was one person so curious that he 

pressed his head to the paper itself, thinking in this manner he would 

understand what he had not seen until then.  

At nine-thirty they took their leave and headed home to rest. 

Likewise, as I was preparing to give my body its needed rest, I noticed 

that someone was trying with utmost care to open the door of my 

room. I allowed him to come in and talk.  

The person who just sneaked in, like a good Chinese, began very 

mysteriously by saying the house where I was staying at that time and 

which at present was being used as school for the catechumens and 

Christians was his property. He further said he had not received the 

holy baptism yet but his son who was beside him and an elder son had 

already been baptized. Like a good father, he spoke highly of his son: 

how much he knew, how well he recited his prayers, and how 

elegantly he wrote the characters. And the boy who was as alert as 

you liked him to be at once presented to me a bundle of papers 

written by him and the book of prayers. I did not enjoy very much 

what the father and his son were doing but in order not to snub the 

father I patiently spent half an hour viewing the characters the boy 

had written in school. Finally, when I realized that if I allowed them 

to talk and talk, the whole session would not end until very late into 

the night. So it was already past ten when I bade them goodbye and I 

went to bed. 
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At six o’clock I got up from bed, I washed myself with hot water 

as the Chinese were wont to do and I went to prepare the altar on a 

small old table they had there. The Christians and catechumens not 

very long after went inside the chapel. While they were reciting the 

morning prayers I prayed the matins. Then I got set for the 

celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

During the Mass I distributed Holy Communion to nine 

Christians. After thanksgiving, some Christians came to me asking me 

for small holy pictures, medals, rosaries and anything they liked. At 

that time in my possession I did not have anything they were asking. I 

had to tell them when they go to Cheng Li Ku I would give them 

what they requested because it was impossible for me then. Still they 

did not stop asking for them, and there was even someone so 

persistent and bothersome that he did not cease asking me the whole 

morning. 

After breakfast, I planned to proceed to Si-lion-chuan because of 

the fact very few Christians of this town had come. I went out of the 

chapel to take a little stroll at the outskirts of the town.  

The houses of this town are all made of loam and not a single one 

made of bricks could be found even just for show. There were thirteen 

families, according to the catechist and the Christians; ten were 

Christian families. 

There was a town wall made of loam but it was in a very ruinous 

state.  It was surrounded by a great number of small towns, so small 

like it, but in none of them the true God was worshipped. I have not 

yet walked for half an hour when I heard the voices of little children 

who were calling me from the wall. I went to them and they 

hurriedly told me to go to the chapel because a Christian from Si-lion-

chuan has just arrived to fetch me.  

I then headed for the chapel and effectively I saw that all what 

the children had told me was true. The man from Si-lion-chuan 

greeted me very warmly. Once my things were packed, we—the Si-
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lion-chuan native, a catechist, a Christian from Pi-chu-chuan and I—

left for Si-lion-chuan.  

The afternoon was pleasant and calm and so we could travel 

comfortably the distance of ten kilometers between the two towns. At 

four-thirty in the afternoon we arrived at the chapel, that is, the 

house used as chapel. The Christians and catechumens never had the 

good fortune of accommodating a missionary in the past. It was the 

first time that a priest visited them.  It was reason enough for them to 

be filled with joy and happiness and therefore to rush and greet the 

missionary. However, at that time they had no catechist at all and 

majority of the catechumens did not exert any effort to learn their 

prayers. And I observed with sadness that some turned up shy and 

withdrawn and without even daring to face the priest they did 

nothing but simply greeted me and, like someone afraid of a good 

reprimand, without giving me any chance to talk to them, they 

immediately went home in a hurry.  

Solely a good old man, a Christian convert for the past six years, 

and four catechumens were those who showed me around. I asked the 

old man if they had books to study and he replied to me in the 

affirmative and said he did not distribute them because it was futile.  

At six o’clock in the early evening, the two grandsons of this 

good man started going around the town ringing the cowbell aloud so 

that the Christians and catechumens would go to the chapel for daily 

prayers. They rang the cowbell for a long time and waited at the door 

of the chapel to see if they could all assemble for the prayers. 

However, after waiting for half an hour, what we had wanted to 

happen was impossible. All told, only twelve, old and young alike, 

began to recite the prayers.  

After dinner I sat down for confession, but in spite of the fact 

that the good old man had announced many times before so that the 

Christians would come to confession, solely three came to confess.   

I asked for some detailed information on the Christians and 

catechumens of the place. The population consisted of six Christians 
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and thirty catechumens, including those from adjoining towns. 

Ordinarily five or six Christians and catechumens went to the chapel. 

At nine forty-five we went to bed, I say, we went to bed because 

the catechist, the Christian from Pi-chu-chuan and I were forced to 

sleep inside the same room intended solely for the priest. 

At six in the morning we got up, they served me with hot water 

and I prepared the altar with the help of my catechist. 

On that day the Christians and catechumens were not very 

concerned about attending the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. I got my 

breviary to pray the hours. After a little while, a Christian showed up 

in the company of several catechumens with their own teapots at 

hand. They were very pleased to ask me if I would like to have some 

cha [tea]. And not just once they offered tea to me. My catechist 

likewise repeated the offer. So I answered them: “Maybe you do not 

know that if the priest drinks tea he cannot celebrate the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass? And you, if you do not wish to receive Holy 

Communion you can have your tea.”  And then the catechist turned 

very serious like one who has awakened from a deep slumber and 

replied to me: “It is true. It is true.”   

When about twelve Christians and catechumens had already 

assembled, I put on the vestments and I commenced the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass. During the Mass they prayed the usual prayers.  

I had just given the Holy Communion to a Christian when a pagan 

woman shouted from afar calling for her husband and son so they 

could go home and eat. When my Christians and catechumens heard 

this, it was enough for them to rush out of the chapel. Without 

noticing that the holy Mass was not yet over, they dashed out of the 

chapel to their houses. Only the good old man, his grandson and my 

two travel companions stayed to finish the Holy Sacrifice.  

In places where there are Christians, if they so desire they can go 

to the chapel every day for their prayers.  There is no other solution 

but to put a catechist in charge of teaching the prayers to the children 

of the Christians and catechumens as well as to call the Christians to 
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the chapel to pray during the established hours. Furthermore, the 

catechist was to be tasked with encouraging the non-believers to 

recognize the true God and instruct them well for the reception of 

baptism.  

Otherwise the Christians would grow lukewarm, their children 

would grow up without the religious instruction and the catechumens 

would never be successful in preparing themselves properly to receive 

the sacrament of baptism.  

But may I inform you, dear reader, that finding catechists who 

are willing to serve gratis is not possible. You may estimate the 

amount of money required not only to evangelize souls but also to 

keep the converted ones faithful to God.   

The town of Si-lion-chuan is exceedingly small. The number of 

Christians can hardly be ten families and it is two and half kilometers 

from the sub-prefecture of Yu cheng-sien. The town does not have 

protective walls of any kind nor does it have remnants of past walls. 

The residence which is the chapel at the same time is completely 

made of loam, with a window covered with paper and a door made of 

reeds. The house is two and a half meters high, four meters wide and 

six meters long.  

When breakfast was over, I got ready to return to my residence. 

Five catechumens from a nearby town showed up to greet me and ask 

for books. I distributed among them the few books I brought with me. 

Then I took the road back to Cheng Li Ku. At two o’clock in the 

afternoon I arrived at my humble but cherished residence.  

This is all for now.  
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The Remains of Mariano Gazpio Now Rest at the 

Conventual Church of Marcilla15 

by Marciano Santervás, OAR 

Translated from the Spanish and edited by 

Emmanuel Luis A. Romanillos 

The Augustinian Recollects 

celebrated on 29 March [2014] an act of 

homage and remembrance for a confrere, 

missionary in China and formator who 

passed away in 1989  Father Mariano 

Gazpio de la Purísima Concepción now in 

the process of beatification.  

This celebration was attended by 

Archbishop Francisco Pérez of Pamplona-

Tudela, Augustinian Recollect Bishop 

Eusebio Hernández of Tarazona in 

Zaragoza, Prior Provincial Francisco Javier 

Jiménez of the Province of Saint Nicholas 

of Tolentino, relatives of Father Mariano 

who was a native of Puente La Reina in Navarra,  the Postulator of the 

Cause Samson Silloriquez, religious from the Recollect communities of 

                                                           
15 Source: Marciano SANTERVÁS. Mariano Gazpio, agustino recoleto en 

proceso de beatificación, descansa ya en la iglesia conventual de Marcilla, 

in http://www. agustinos recoletos.org/noticia. php?idioma=1&id_noticia 
=14548&id_seccion =5& idioma=1. Retrieved 3 April 2014. 

Recollect Mausoleum in   
Marcilla, Navarra where 
the future Saint was 
interred in 1989-2014. 
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Navarra, La Rioja, Zaragoza, Valladolid,  and Madrid; Augustinian 

Recollect Secular Fraternity members of  Monteagudo and 

Marcilla, novices and simple professed, members of the Augustinian 

Recollect Family like the Augustinian Recollect Missionaries and 

numerous faithful from Marcilla where Fray Mariano Gazpio spent his 

last years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

      The above photo above shows [left] Father Pablo Panedas of the 
OAR General Secretariat for Spirituality who introduced [seated right] 
Father José Javier Lizarraga, vice postulator of the beatification cause, 
who details the two important periods of  Father Mariano Gazpio's life 
as well as his mission work, personality traits and spirituality.  

The main event was the translation of the mortal remains of 

Father Mariano from the town cemetery of Marcilla to the newly-

built niche at the Recollect conventual church on 28 March. The 

principal reasons for this historic transfer were the forensic 

recognition and authentication of the remains, a necessary step within 

the beatification process of this religious.  

Likewise the translation of the remains of Servant of God was to 

make his sepulcher accessible for the private devotion of the faithful 

and at the same time to promote his exemplary life and to make his 

life more known. 
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[Above] The jampacked auditorium of men and women religious— 
including formands from Monteagudo and Las Rozas, Madrid—from various 
communities in Spain, Secular Augustinian Recollect Fraternity members, 
relatives from Puente la Reina and countless faithful from several adjoining 
parishes listen to Father Lizarraga’s lecture at Marcilla on 29 March 2014  

For this purpose, on the day before, the 28th of March, Father 

Mariano’s remains were exhumed from the mausoleum of the 

Augustinian Recollects at the municipal cemetery of Marcilla in the 

presence of the episcopal delegate Carlos Esteban Ayerra, the forensic 

expert José María Sánchez and some religious of the Recollect 

community of Marcilla. An anatomical recount of the remains was 

made and thereafter they were taken to the conventual church. 

The activities started at four in the afternoon at the jampacked 

auditorium of the convent. The Augustinian Recollect José Javier 

Lizarraga delivered a lecture on the Servant of God. He recounted the 

various stages of his religious life and focused his talk on Father 

Mariano Gazpio from his birth, his formation in Recollect schools and 

convents, up to his death with two main periods of his life. These two 

periods are his missionary work in China (1924-1952) and his life as 

formator in Monteagudo (1952-1964) and as member of the 
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community of Marcilla dedicated to the theological and spiritual 

formation of the simple and solemn professed religious (1964-1989).  

In the second part of the lecture, Father Lizarraga focused on the 

spirituality and personality traits of Father Mariano. He was a man of 

prayer, renowned for his intense prayer, a person deeply in love with 

God, in places where he had spent his missionary and conventual 

years. He continuously lived in the presence of God. 

This Augustinian Recollect Servant of God, says the vice 

postulator, had bequeathed a reputation as a good friar everywhere, an 

authentic saint on earth with exceptional traits of humility and 

service, affable and familiar human dealings.  

 

[left] Archbishop Francisco Pérez of Pamplona-Tudela, [center] 
Prior Provincial  Francisco Javier Jiménez of Saint Nicholas of 
Tolentino Province, [right] Augustinian Recollect Bishop Eusebio 
Hernández of Tarazona celebrated the thanksgiving mass with other 
religious priests on 29 March 2014 at the Church of Nuestra Señora 
la Blanca of the  centenarian Recollect convent of Marcilla.  

At the conventual church of Nuestra Señora la Blanca, the 

Eucharistic Sacrifice presided by the Archbishop of Pamplona-Tudela 

Francisco Pérez served as thanksgiving for the recognition of  the 

person of Mariano Gazpio. Archbishop Pérez likened in a special 

manner the life of Father Gazpio to that of a person, a profound 

believer who focused on living faith, hope and charity daily. Father 
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Jiménez highlighted his personality with words depicting him as a 

“holy man close to us,” a religious bereft of great feats but from his 

everyday life he knew how to win people’s hearts and converted 

himself into a role model and example of a religious and a Christian. 

Towards the end of the Eucharistic Sacrifice was the truly 

emotion-filled moment for all religious and Father Gazpio’s relatives 

which was the transfer of the remains to the new sepulcher located 

inside the Marian temple. 

The Holy Communion was followed by the translation rite. The 

recognition and authentication acts of the remains were signed by the 

archbishop. The remains were deposited in the simple coffin sealed 

with wax and moved into the new resting place. This is at the left side 

of the church beneath the painting of Our Lady of Consolation. 

 
    Final resting place of the Servant of God beneath the 
painting of Our Lady of Consolation by Juan Barba 
(1915-1982)  at the conventual church in Marcilla.  

All the participants could furthermore celebrate this joyous event 

which was the continuation of the beatification process of this 

Augustinian Recollect by sharing anecdotes at the old dining hall of 

the convent with snacks offered by the local community. 
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The Translation of the Remains of Mariano Gazpio 

Stirs up the Spirit of the First Missions in China16 
 

 

by Pablo Panedas, OAR 
 

The Augustinian Recollect missionary had worked as curate of 

the Parish of San Pedro Apóstol of Cavite Puerto in Cavite City in 

1922-1924 and in the missions in China for twenty-eight years (1924-

1952) before his expulsion by the Communists. Father Mariano 

Gazpio y Ezcurra of Puente la Reina, Navarra, passed away in 1989 at 

the Hospital of Navarra in Pamplona, at the age of 89. In January 

2000, the cause of his beatification and canonization was officially 

opened at the Augustinian Recollect Convent in Marcilla, Navarra.  

On the 29th March of this year 2014, his mortal remains were 

transferred to the feet of Our Lady of Consolation at the Church of the 

Virgen la Blanca in the town’s Augustinian Recollect monastery. Two 

Chinese missionaries Father Benito Suen, age 86, and Father Melecio 

Ho, age 87, the last two survivors of the former Recollect missions in 

Shangqiu, Henan, China, were present at the historic and emotional 

event. 

                                                           
16 Source: Pablo PANEDAS. The Translation of the Remains of Mariano 

Gazpio Stirs up the Spirit of the First Mission in China, in  

http://www.agustinos recoletos.com/news/ view/131-latest-news-
actualidad/4656-the-translation-of-the-remains-of-mariano-gazpio-stirs-
up-the-spirit-of-the-first-mission-in-china. Retrieved 16 April 2014. 
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The Holy Mass of 29 March 2014 is presided at the 

conventual Marian church of Marcilla by Archbishop 
Francisco Pérez of Pamplona-Tudela. In front of the altar is 
the simple wooden coffin containing Father Mariano 

Gazpio’s remains which were exhumed the day before . 

On 22 September 1989, three months short of his 90th 

birthday, the Augustinian Recollect Mariano Gazpio y Ezcurra passed 

away at Pamplona, Navarra. He was buried in the community’s 

mausoleum in Marcilla where he had spent the last twenty-five years 

of his life in the Augustinian Recollect convent. 

Very soon, requests in support of his canonization began to be 

heard. The 1992 General Chapter took the first steps, and in 1998 the 

Holy See issued its nihil obstat. On 17th January 2000, the cause for 

the canonization of this former missionary in China was opened. 

Father Gazpio had devoted twenty-eight long years of enormous 

evangelization efforts to the country from which he was expelled in 

1952. In the years following the opening of the cause, the process 

went through its initial phases without drawing much attention until 

it came to the important event which took place in Marcilla on the 

29th March this year (2014). 

This event was the exhumation of the remains of the Servant of 

God, and their translation to the conventual church of the 
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Augustinian Recollects, where they could thereafter be more easily 

venerated both by the friars and by the faithful in general. 

The essentials of disinterring the remains had been done in 

private on the 28th March in the presence of the judicial vicar from 

the archdiocesan curia in Pamplona. The following day saw the 

remains deposited at the monastery church. The Augustinian 

Recollect communities in Spain had been invited to the event. 

A huge attendance 

The response greatly exceeded expectations, and this was made 

bountifully clear. At the academic function preceding the Eucharist,  

one hundred and twenty seats at the auditorium of the convent were 

quickly taken, and many people had to follow the proceedings either 

standing inside the hall, or from the adjoining hallways. 

The conference on the life and personality of Father Mariano 

Gazpio was the responsibility of José Javier Lizarraga, an Augustinian 

Recollect who from the start had carried out the historical research in 

his role as vice-postulator. As a result, his address was an official one, 

but at the same both straightforward and from the heart. The 

audience followed it with interest and left both edified by it and well-

informed. 

The central event was the Eucharist, at which Archbishop 

Francisco Pérez of Pamplona-Tudela presided together with the 

Augustinian Recollect Bishop Eusebio Hernández from the adjoining 

Diocese of Tarazona. About fifty priests concelebrated with the 

prelates. The confreres came mostly from the Recollect communities 

in the north of Spain. Relatives of the Servant of God together with 

Augustinian Recollect formands, the Secular Fraternity members from 

various cities, and the faithful of Marcilla and neighboring towns 

filled the church to overflowing.  

Emotion and memory 

The coffin which since the previous day had contained the 

mortal remains of Father Gazpio  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  altar.  It was 
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incensed as a sign of veneration, but without being in the spotlight 

until the last stage of the Mass. This part supervised by the Recollect 

postulator for the causes of saints Samson Silloriquez. The decree of 

the Congregation for the Causes of Saints issued on 26 February 2014 

was read aloud in Spanish and Latin, authorizing the translation of the 

remains. The signing of the official documents recognizing and 

authenticating the remains was done by Archbishop Pérez, and these 

documents were then placed inside the coffin, within which were the 

remains of Father Gazpio in a zinc box. The archbishop sealed the 

coffin before it was transferred to its final resting place at the left side 

of the transept, under Juan Barba’s painting of Our Lady of 

Consolation. 

This final part was exceptionally emotional because among the 

pall-bearers were the last two survivors of the old mission of 

Shangqiu, China, the Augustinian Recollects Benito Suen and Melecio 

Ho. Both confreres are very old and frail in health, but none of the 

two wanted to miss the opportunity to be present and to witness to 

that Church of Martyrs, which today flourishes very much. 

 

                     

 

Recollect Bishop Eusebio Hernández of Tarazona, Spain, 
blesses the coffin of the Servant of God on 29 March 2014. 
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Glossary of Terms 
 

apostolic prefecture — missionary area where the Church is not yet 

sufficiently developed to become an apostolic vicariate. It is hoped 

that the number of Catholics in the region will increase to warrant its 

elevation to apostolic vicariate. It is headed by an apostolic prefect 

who is a priest with extraordinary faculties for several cases. 

apostolic vicariate — territory established  in missionary regions where 

a diocese has not yet been created. Essentially provisional, it may last, 

however, for quite some time. It is hoped is that the region will have 

enough number of Catholics for its eventual creation as a diocese. It is 

headed by an apostolic vicar with the rank of bishop. 

appellation (religious) — in professions prior to Vatican II, the religious 

chose his/her personal patron/advocacy attached to his/her “worldly” 

name, e.g., Fray Ezequiel Moreno de la Virgen del Rosario. Till the 

18th century, a friar’s surname was not used, but such practice created 

much quandary since many bore identical religious appellation, cf. 

Sádaba’s Catálogo (1906) where nine Recollects were named Juan de la 
Concepción, seven named José de San Agustín, etc.     

blessed — the deceased person is declared by the pope as having lived a 

holy life or suffered martyrdom and to be now in heaven. He may be 

venerated by the faithful but not throughout the whole Church.  

cantamisa — traditionally, it is the first Eucharistic Sacrifice celebrated by 

the newly-ordained priest. 

conventual  — belonging to or resident of a convent or friary. 

diocese — ecclesiastical territory under the governance of a local ordinary 

or bishop. 

heroic virtue — the exercise of moral virtues with ease and over a period of 

time and the practice of faith, hope and charity to an eminent degree. 

The presence of such virtues is required as the first step to 

canonization. Cf. John A. HARDON, 176. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese
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novitiate — after a formal admission to religious institute, a candidate is to 

prepare for eventual religious profession under the supervision of his 

superiors.  

parish — a community of Christ’s faithful stably established within 

a particular Church, whose pastoral care, under the authority of 

the diocesan bishop, is entrusted to a parish priest (Canon 515 §1). 

Positio super virtutibus — basically an in-depth study on the holiness of the 

Servant of God based upon the collected testimonies on the fame of 

sanctity and upon his writings. 

postulator of the cause — church official entrusted to prepare the Positio 

after a documentation process, including testimonies gathered from 

the tribunal convoked by the bishop for the purpose. 

prior provincial — also provincial,  the major superior who governs 

a province or a part equivalent to a province (Canon 620). 

province — union of several houses which, under one superior,  

constituting an immediate part of the same institute, is 

canonically established by a lawful authority (Canon 621). 

profession of evangelical counsels — public pronouncement by the friar, 

monk, nun or religious sister to observe the three vows of poverty, 

chastity and obedience. Through the ministry of the Church the 

religious are consecrated to God and are incorporated into 

the institute with the rights and duties defined by law (Canon 654). 

Servant of God — deceased person who has practiced heroic virtue “with 

readiness and over a period of time” and is declared as “Venerable.”  

terna — official list of three candidates recommended and presented for 

one vacant or newly created position in the Church. 

thaumaturge — wonder-worker.  

translation — a Church term referring to the removal of a saint’s remains 

or relics and transfer to another place [Oxford English Dict. 9th ed.].  

vicar general — a priest appointed by the diocesan bishop, who with 

ordinary power and jurisdiction assists him in the administration of 

the diocese (Canon 475 § 1). 

                     

http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/2/4N.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/3K.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/2C.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/V.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/4K.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/42.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/1H.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/12.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/T.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/53.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/1O.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/1M.HTM
http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/H.HTM
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http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/7O.HTM
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http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/HY.HTM
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http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/NR.HTM
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http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/1F.HTM
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http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/1H.HTM
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http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG0017/R.HTM


64 

 

 

Sources and Bibliography 

I  Internet Sources  

Causa de beatificación del Padre Mariano Gazpio Ezcurra.pdf  in 

http://www.agustinosrecoletos.com/documents/index?page=7.  
Retrieved 2 October 2008.  

Pablo PANEDAS. The Translation of the Remains of Mariano Gazpio Stirs 
up the Spirit of the First Mission in China, in http://www.agustinos 
recoletos. com/news/view/131-latest-news-actualidad/4656-the-
translation-of-the-remains-of-mariano-gazpio-stirs-up-the-spirit-of-
the-first-mission-in-china. Retrieved 16 April 2014. 

Marciano SANTERVÁS. Mariano Gazpio, agustino recoleto en proceso de 
beatificación, descansa ya en la iglesia conventual de Marcilla, in 

http://www.agustinos recoletos.org/noticia. php?idioma=1&id_noticia 
=14548&id_seccion =5&idioma=1. Retrieved 3 April 2014.  

II  Articles 

Jacinto ALBERDI. De Manila. Fiesta de los misioneros de China, in Boletín 
de la Provincia de San Nicolás de Tolentino de las Islas Filipinas 
[hereinafter BPSN] 15 (1924) 132-134. 

Mariano ALEGRIA. Desde Manila. Capítulo provincial, nuevos sacerdotes, 
in BPSN 13 (1922) 410-417. 

___. Cartas de China, in BPSN 15 (1924) 211-220. 

___. De nuestra misión en China in BPSN 15 (1924) 314-319. 

___. De nuestras misiones de China. Carta de un misionero, in BPSN 16 

(1925) 306-310. 

___. Ecos de China, in BPSN 16 (1925) 82-87. 

___. Notas de un diario. La noche de Navidad, in BPSN 17 (1926) 512-515. 

___. Crónica de China in BPSN 18 (1927) 149-152; 193-197. 

Luis ARRIBAS. Apuntes de un viaje al interior de China, in BPSN 15 (1924) 

177-185. 

http://www.agustinosrecoletos.com/


65 

 

___. Carta de Chu-tsi, in BPSN 18 (1927) 92-95. 

___. De nuestra misión en Kweiteh (China), in BPSN 36 (1946) 157-159. 

___. Desde China. Notas sueltas, in BPSN 16 (1925) 20-29. 

___.  Nueve días de misión 16 (1925) 148-158. 

Mariano GAZPIO. Desarrollo del culto de san José, in BPSN 12 (1921) 141-

144. 

___. Crónica de China, in BPSN 16 (1925) 197-201. 

___.Cartas al padre Javier Ochoa, in BPSN 16 (1925) 231-236. 19 (1928) 

154-156. 

___. Carta al padre Santos Bermejo, in BPSN 38 (1948) 283-284. 

___. Celebrando la definición dogmática de la Asunción. Crónica de 
nuestra misión de Kweiteh, in BPSN 41 (1951) 670. 

___. In pace Domini. Rev. P. Luis Arribas, in BPSN 60 (1970) 68-69.  

Javier LEGARRA. Monseñor Martín Legarra, 1910-1985, in Recollectio  9 

(1986) 215-288.    

Luis LORENTE. La revolución china y nuestra misión de Kueitehfú, in BPSN 

19 (1928) 30-34; 58-67; 209-213; 252-256; 278-282; 357-360. 

Ángel MARTÍNEZ CUESTA. Fechas importantes en la  historia de la Orden, 

in Acta Ordinis Augustinianorum Recollectorum. Status generalis 
Ordinis 27 (1992) 271-273.  

Venancio MARTINEZ. De nuestro seminario de Kweiteh, in BPSN 27 (1936) 

86-88. 

___. Primera ordenación sacerdotal en nuestra misión de Kweiteh, in 

BPSN 29 (1939) 112-113. 

Javier OCHOA. Ecos de China. Nuestra misión, in BPSN 15 (1924) 255-264. 

José Javier PIPAÓN. The Recollect Missionary Works in China and 
Taiwan, in Missions. Sharing the Faith… Building Lives ( Quezon 

City 2008) 311-335.  

Francisco SÁDABA. Nuestras misiones en China, in BPSN 15 (1924) 69-80. 

Benito SUEN. Misión de Shangqiu (Kweiteh), Henan. 80º aniversario, in 

OAR al habla. Boletín informativo de la Provincia de San Nicolás de 
Tolentino, enero-marzo 182 (2004) 41-42. 



66 

 

Celestino YOLDI. Reverendos padres misioneros en China, in BPSN 15 

(1924) 150-152. 

Pedro ZUNZARREN. Desde China, in BPSN 15 (1924) 248-254; 320-324. 

III  Books 

Miguel AVELLANEDA. Continuación del p. Sádaba o Segunda parte del 
«Catálogo de los religiosos de la Orden de Agustinos Recoletos (1906-
1936».  Rome 1938. 

John A. HARDON. Pocket Catholic Dictionary. New York 1980.  

PROVINCIA DE SAN NICOLÁS DE TOLENTINO. Tras el fulgor de una estrella. 

Madrid 2003.  

Romualdo RODRIGO. Manual para instruir los procesos de canonización. 

Salamanca 1988. 

Emmanuel Luis A. ROMANILLOS. Memoria Episcopi in Corde Fidelium. 
Augustinian Recollect Bishops, Apostolic Prefects, and an Apostolic 
Administrator in the Philippines. Quezon City 2008. 

___, [editor]. Holiness and Heroic Witness. Augustinian Recollect Saints 
and Blessed. Quezon City 2014.   

Licinio RUIZ. Sinopsis histórica de la Provincia de San Nicolás de 
Tolentino de las Islas Filipinas.  2 vols. Manila 1925.  

Francisco SÁDABA. Catálogo de los religiosos agustinos recoletos de la 
Provincia de san Nicolás de Tolentino desde el año 1606, en que llegó 
la primera misión, hasta nuestros días. Madrid 1906.  

Kenneth L. WOODWARD. Making Saints. How the Catholic Church 
Determines Who Becomes a Saint, Who Doesn’t, and Why. New 

York 1996. 

IV. Triptychs 

Padre Mariano Gazpio Ezcurra, agustino recoleto. Puente la Reina (18 
diciembre 1899-Marcilla 22 septiembre 1989) Apertura del proceso. 
M arcilla (Navarra), 17 enero 2000.  

El Siervo de Dios Mariano Gazpio Ezcurra. Puente la Reina (18 diciembre 
1899-Marcilla 22 septiembre 1989). 31 marzo 2014. 

                     



67 

 

The Authors 

Born in Tirapu, Navarra, Spain, in 1952, Father José 

Javier Lizarraga, OAR, professed his religious vows at 

Monteagudo, Navarra, in 1972 and received the sacred 

order of priesthood on 11 July 1976 at Marcilla, 

Navarra. He holds a Licentiate in Church History 

magna cum laude and a Doctorate in Church History 

from the Gregorian University in Rome, Italy. He was 

vice prior of Marcilla and prior of Collegio di Sant’Ildefonso at Via 

Sistina, Rome. For a long time he was Church History professor at 

Marcilla.  He was parish priest of Caparroso, of whose history and 

churches he wrote a book in . He was named general chronicler of the 

Order in 1986-1992, and again in 2009 till now.  At present, he is general 

archivist at the general curia in Rome. His monumental opus (686 pages) 

is El Padre Enrique Pérez, ultimo vicario general y primer prior general 
de la Orden de Agustinos Recoletos (1908-1914), published in 1990. His 

research works saw print in Recollectio and Boletín de la Provincia de 
San Nicolás. He regularly reads papers on OAR history. He is the vice 

postulator of the canonization cause of Father Mariano Gazpio. 

Father Pablo Panedas, OAR, pronounced his monastic 

vows in 1972 at Monteagudo. After his presbyteral 

ordination on 26 September 1976 in Valladolid, Spain, 

he studied at the Institute of Spirituality, Pontifical 

Gregorian University which granted him a Licentiate 

in Spiritual Theology summa cum laude. He obtained 

his Doctorate in Spirituality from Pontificia Facoltà 

Teologica ‘Teresianum’ in Rome. He once headed the Institute of 

Augustinian Recollect Spirituality and History of the OAR general curia. 

He was prior of Saint Ezekiel Moreno Seminary at Pozos de Santa Ana, 

Costa Rica when he was elected in 2010 as fourth general councilor.  He 

taught at Marcilla in 1979-1993 and 1994-2003. He was a guest professor 

of the Recoletos School of Theology, Quezon City, in 1993-1994.  He did 

research on Recollect churches and cathedrals in the Philippines 

published in the 2008-2009 issue of Recollectio. At present, he heads the 

OAR General Secretariat on Spirituality. 



68 

 

Father Marciano Santervás, OAR, was born in 1947 at 

Izagre, León. He professed the evangelical counsels as 

an Augustinian Recollect religious in 1967 at 

Monteagudo. He finished his theological formation at 

Marcilla and received his priestly ordination on 29 July 

1971. After a year of studies in Rome, he was assigned 

as formator at the philosophy house in Fuenterrabía, 

Guipúzkoa (1972-1979) and later at the colegio apostólico [high school 

seminary] of Valladolid northwest of Madrid in 1979-1988. He was prior 

provincial of Saint Nicholas Province in the 1988-1991 triennium. In 

1991-2000, he was in Valladolid where in 1992 the school stopped 

admitting aspirants. He is presently the coordinator of the Commission on 

Publications of the Province of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino which 

manages its official website. 

The Editor/Translator 

EMMANUEL LUIS A. ROMANILLOS is a Full Professor 4 of 

Italian, Spanish and Latin at the Department of 

European Languages, College of Arts and Letters, 

University of the Philippines Diliman, Quezon City. 

He graduated from Casiciaco Recoletos Seminary with 

an AB Classical degree. He holds a Licentiate in 

Church History magna cum laude from the Pontifical 

Gregorian University. In 1998, he obtained a Diploma de Lengua y 
Cultura Españolas from Universidad Internacional Menéndez Pelayo in 

Santander, Spain. He teaches Latin, Spanish and over twenty courses in 

Italian language, literature, translation, research methods, culture and 

civilization since 1986. He authored The Spires of San Sebastian (1991), 

Bishop Ezekiel Moreno, an Augustinian Recollect Saint among Filipinos 
(1993), The Augustinian Recollects in the Philippines: Hagiography and 
History (2001), Augustinian Recollect History of Mindanao, 1622-1919 
(2007). He is the editor/translator of Ardent Desire to Proclaim Christ. 
Studies on the Ministry and Spirituality of Saint Ezekiel Moreno (2011) 

and Holiness and Heroic Witness. Augustinian Recollect Saints and 
Blessed (2014).  He is a member of the Academia Filipina de la Lengua 
Española, correspondiente de la Real Academia Española since 2005. 



69 

 

Index of Names and Places 

 

 

 

 

 

 


